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WHERE SIMPLE OR COMPLICATED 
SCHEMES OF VENTILATION ARE 
INSTALLED, AND THE OPERATION 

18 REQUIRED BY REMOTE CONTROL 
OR OTHERWISE, AND THE WINDOWS 
HAVE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
CHARACTERISTICS: — 


@ OPENING OUTWARDS 

@ OPENING INWARDS 

@ TOP HUNG 

@ HORIZONTAL CENTRE HUNG 
@ BOTTOM HUNG 

@ VERTICAL PIVOT HUNG 

@ SIDE HUNG 

@ HORIZONTAL SLIDING 


@ VERTICAL SLIDING 


The illustration shows One set of Electrically operated Twin Tension Rod Gear with Counter-Balance 
Jnit operating one continuous opening light, 74° 0" long x 5° 0° deep. Note the Spiral Balance 
Wheel fitted at the end Sprocket 


again) WINDOW OPENING GEAR for 


j 
NTERN LIGHTS, CLERESTORY LIGHTS FANLIGHTS, SIDE WALL 


= <a 


OR METAL WINDOWS, OR IN PATENT GLAZING. ROOF LIGHTS 


TS IN GREENHOUSES, DAMPERS, TRAP DOORS, SHIPS SKYLIGHTS, ETC 


HAND - OPERATED—ELECTRIC—HYDRAULIC—REMOTE CONTROL 


by WILLIAM NEWMAN & SONS LTD. 


HOSPITAL STREET BIRMINGHAM 


WELLHEA ANE 


RBARR 
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Dicky birds 
eye view of' 


Bill Bravington 


Our * Candid Camera’ gives an architect’s eye view of Bill Bravington*, 
Williams & Williams Birmingham Area Manager. Mr. Bravington is 


a Special Policeman in his spare time and therefore accustomed to y 
Mr. W. G. Bravington, Williams & Williams Ltd., 
21 Stratford Road, Shirley, Birmingham 
notebook. But get him on Williams & Williams service, his on-the-spot (Shirley 3064). Other offices at Belfast (23762). 


hiding his feelings beneath a blank expression and a large black 


estimators, draughtsmen and fixers and his enthusiasm is apt to run —-8”#*"! (38907). Bromley (Ravensbourne 6274) 

Cardiff (27092). Crawley (2200). Glasgow ( Douglas 0003) 
away with him. And watch out when talking with Bill Bravington. — periford (3969). Leeds (21208). Liverpool (Central 0325) 
London (Sloane 0323). Maidstone (51750) 
Manchester (Blackfriars 9591). Norwich (24393) 
camera concealed in his lapel. Newcastle-upon-Tyne (21353). Nottingham ($2131) 


Reading (50291). Sheffield (51594). Southampton (26252). 


He is an enthusiastic photographer himself, and may have a candid 


METAL WINDOWS WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS ~ Member of the Metal Window Association 
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‘Boy! that 


tastes good’ 


It’s thirsty work, playing in the sun. 
But there’s always water in the 
drinking fountain. Water carried, 
probably, by copper tubes — because 
they have so many advantages 
Light-gauge copper tubing for 
water and waste services made to 
British Standard by I.C.I. Metals 
Division is neat, smooth-bored, 
economical, easily manipulated and 
durable. 

The consistently high demand 
for 1.C.I. light-gauge copper tubing 
is ample evidence of its quality and 
reliability—the outcome of many 
years’ production experience, cou- 
pled with rigid technical control. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD 


LONDON, 58.W.!I 


COPPER TUBES 
FOR TROUBLE-FREE 
WATER SYSTEMS 
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KINNEAR SHUTTERS 





ETRURIA GAS WORKS, STOKE-on-TRENT 
Garage fitted with two Kinnear Patent Steel Rolling Shutters 


These two Kinnear Shutters were fitted in 1940 to replace two originally supplied by us 
in 1927 and which had been wrecked during an Air Raid: the circular depression in 
foreground is what was left of the bomb crater. There are 13 Kinnear shutters in these 


Works, on Locomotive Shed, Boiler House, Garage. etc. 





The term “* Rolling Shutters” is merely a general des- 
cription, but the word ‘Kinnear’ prefixed adds a 
significance which carries with it the assurance of 


superiority and service. 











Sole Manufacturers : 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON & CO. LTD. 


Twickenham . Middlesex 
Popesgrove 2276. 
irmingham : Highbury 2804. Glasgow : Halfway 2928. Manchester : Central 1008. Cardiff : 51428. 
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A building may be inconvenient, ugly, noisy or unhealthy, without 
being more than a nuisance to its occupants — BUT IF IT ISA 
FIRE-TRAP, IT IS A PUBLIC MENACE. 


which is the best wall lining 7 


“Plaster, being made of sand and calcium sulphate is incombustible 
and highly fire-resisting as a material. When it is reinforced and 
thereby held in position by wood laths or better still by metal 
mesh, its resistance is valuable...Fire has been known to rage 
fiercely for a time in the flue-like spaces inside a stud partition 
while the plastered faces remained intact.” From ‘Fires in 


Buildings — the behaviour of materials in fire’ by Bird & Docking. 


why ts Gypoum plaster the bet 7 


FIRE RESISTANCE. “MURITE” Plasters when set revert to Gypsum. 
This mineral contains 20°: of chemically combined water which 
must be driven off before dangerous temperatures can be reached. 
This water barrier is one of the reasons why ‘MURITE’ Gypsum 
Plasters have such excellent fire-resisting properties. 


GYPSUM 
PLASTER 


QUITE \NCOMBUSTIBLE 
FULLY FIRE RESISTING 


CAPFERATA & CO.LYD. 


TELEPHONE: NEWARK 2060 TELEGRAMS “CAFPFERATA. NEWARK” 
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HEAVY RUBOLEUM is a superfine linoleum 6°70 mm. 


thick (approx. }’), was first produced by us in 1907, 
and still holds its position of the highest merit as 
a floorcovering because of its properties of hygiene, 
resilience, durability and decorative colourings. 


HEAVY RUBOLEUM is produced in 35 beautiful and 


popular colours, plain and marble effects. 


Heavy Siubcleum 


LINOLEUM WORLD SINCE 1907 


HEAVY RUBOLEUM is especially produced for use 
on Ship decks and Public buildings. It is available 
through high-class retail Furnishers and Contract 
Flooring Specialists. 


HEAVY RUBOLEUM is the solution to your 


flooring problems. 


SAMPLES ON APPLICATION TO THE EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS 


BARRY, OSTLERE & 
KIRKCALDY « 


SHEPHERD, LTD. 
SCOTLAND 
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600 up... 


600 down 


every hour 


In offices and factory 
administration buildings, wherever 
heavy inter-floor traffic is customary, 
Paternoster lifts are ideal. Consisting 
of a series of cabs carried on endless 
chains and travelling continuously in a 
clockwise direction, a Paternoster provides 
quick, easy transport for 600 ascending 
and 600 descending passengers each hour. 
Paternoster lifts offer other 
advantages in addition to high transportation 
performance. Continuous automatic operation 
reduces waiting periods to the minimum, per- 
mits simultaneous travel in both directions at all 
times, dispenses with the services of lift operators 
and lowers electricity charges by eliminating the con- 
stant starting of motors. Because of the Paternoster’s 


simple operating machinery, maintenance costs are negligible. 


Why not write for illustrated leaflet 


1005 which gives full particulars ? J &, BE mm 
S&F. MALL 
Lin. 


ITED 
DARTFORD, KENT 


Telephone. Dartford 3456 


London Office: 10 ST. SWITHIN’S LANE, LONDON, E.C.4. TEL: MANSION HOUSE 9811 
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24 STAR FLATS, CECIL STREET, FOR PLYMOUTH C.B C. 
AWARDED MINISTRY HOUSING MEDAL 1954 
Architect: H. J. W. STIRLING A.R.1.B.A. 

Builders: HILL & LANG, PLYMOUTH 


Lead flashings and weath 


The Council’s Technical Information Bureau will 
giadly help with problems on the use of Lead Sheet 
and Pipe in building work. Details of the main uses 
are given in a series of Information Sheets and 
Bulletins, which can be obtained by applying to 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPE COUN 


EAGLE HOUSE - JERMYN STREET LONDON 5S.W 





€ 


. ‘ ” 

erings “set the seal” on a good roof 
Lead is even more widely used today than in the past, because 
no other material can be fitted close to the structure with the 
same ease nor can give as long a trouble-free life in town, rural 
or marine exposures. For lowest cost per annum, there is nothing 


to equal lead roofings, weatherings and flashings 


C II n association with LEAD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 


! Telegrams: Ukleadman, Piccy, London Telephone: Whitehall 4175 


ue 
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A COMPLETE CONCRETE 
REINFORCEMENT SERVICE 


| ee large range of ‘‘ Expamet ” Reinforcements provide a wide choice 
to suit all types of concrete construction. There are more than 100 


standard variations and weights in “ Expamet”’ Reinforcements from 
under 2 Ib. to over 30 Ib. per square yard. 
EXPANDED STEEL AND WELDED FABRIC 

“ Expamet”’ Expanded Steel Sheet Reinforcement; “‘ Expamet ”’ 
Welded Fabric; Super “ Ribmet ” and other specialist materials can be 
adapted to meet reinforcement problems of all kinds, from solid slab 
decking and hollow floors, to light shell construction such as barrel vault 
and dome roofs. They are just as effective reinforcing concrete in precast 
units as in sea defence works. 

“Expamet”’ can be of assistance to you. Write 
or telephone, we shall be pleased to advise in the 
choice and use of “ Expamet” Reinforcements for 
any job you have in mind. 





5-PART CONCRETE REINFORCEMENT SERVICE 


z. Design with Economy. 2. Preparation of working 
drawings. 3. Supply of Reinforcements (Expanded Steel), 
(Welded Fabric), (Super Ribmet). 4. Delivery on schedule. 
5. Technical advice and Literature. 

‘ ABERDEEN 








GLASGOV 


Lightburn Secondary School, Glasgow 
Architect Keppie & Henderson & 
Gleave, Glasgow. 
Contractor Angus M. MacDougall & 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 


Photo shows stanchion foundations to 
main class block. The reinforcement is 
44” mesh expanded steel of which 

1,800 yds. super were used. The same 
material was used for reinforcing ground 
paving (12,000 yds.) flooring and 
roofing (16,000 yds.). Casings to beams 
and columns were reinforced with 

6,500 yds. of 14” mesh expanded steel. 
Designs for all these applications 

were supplied as part of our service. 


CONCRETE REINFORCEMENT SERVICE 


THE EXPANDED METAL COMPANY LIMITED 


sob, Burwood House, Caxton St., London, S.W.1. Tel: ABBey 37937 
P.O. Box 14, Stranton Works, West Hartlepool. Tel : Hartl 


epools 2194 


BIRMINGHAM CARDIFF DUBLIN EXETER 


LEEDS * MANCHESTER PF TERBOROUGH 
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SUPACOUST 


PERFORATED ACOUSTIC TILE 


*“ SUPACOUST ™ Tiles are manufactured from “ Superplaster ” (a fine Gypsum plaster admixed with “ Superite ’ 
the plaster hardener). 


“ SUPACOUST ”’ Tiles combine high sound absorption with all the advantages of a plaster ceiling. 
@ EXCELLENT ACOUSTICS @ BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE FINISH 
@ SIMPLE FIXING @ HYGIENIC SURFACE 


TILES SCREWED TO 3*- 
TIMBER BATTENS PLUGGED 
TO CEILING SOFFIT 


ee 





























Typical Installation of *‘Supacoust’’ Tiles 


Performance Sizes 








Frequency 125 250 400 500 1000 2000 


Standards (supplied from stock) 
(Cycles per second) 


24” x 24” x §° 24° x 12" 30” x 15" x §” 


5 





Supacoust Tile 
(Fibre glass 
backing) 22 wo Oo . SD +s Vermiculite Plaster is used: 2 lb. per sq. ft. 
Ditto, Open at back 
(Fixed to 

Battens) 0.20 0.35 0.75 0.60 0.15 order. 


Weight Standard Tiles: 3 lb. per sq. ft. If 


Other sizes to specification in 8-10 weeks from 


‘* Superite Acoustic panels can be fixed to any surface by screwing. It is normal to fix only at the corners so that 
support for the standard panels is required only at 2’ 0” centres of say, 3" 1" timber battens. Quotations will be 
gladly given for either (a) Supply to the Site only for fixing by the General Contractor, or (b) Supply and fixing as 


a Subcontract. 


Sole Manufacturers: 


PETRADENE LTD. 


23-39 BENDON VALLEY, GARRATT LANE, 
LONDON, 5$.W.18 Tel. BATtersea 2497/8/9 
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There’s always another use for gas 
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There’s always another use for gas... 


... for heating liquids 
From swimming-bath water to salt-bath solutions, 
gas heating has no rival. Gas goes to work rapidly 
and is simple to operate. Whatever the quantity, 
whatever the liquid, it burns clean and constant 
to give you the precise heat you require. 


..- for ‘Operation Rescue’ 


Gas can play an important part in improving 





housing conditions. Costs are kept low by use of 
existing gas supplies and absence of elaborate 
structural work. Gas adaptability is particularly 
suitable to the conditions found in ‘Operation 
Rescue’ properties, and, of course, the popularity of 
gas for water heating and cooking is unquestioned. 


.. for heating air 


Practically any problem requiring heated air can 
be solved by gas whether it is for space heating, 
drying or for industrial processing. 


Apart from its smokelessness and cleanliness, gas 
gives you infimte, accurate and automatic controll- 
ability at every stage. Supply ts assured and constant 
calorific value is guaranteed. And gas saves because 
it needs no stoking or storage space. 
Radiant heaters 


“*_, Consult your area gas board 
ri The Gas Industry makes the best use of the Nation’s coal 


pF \ ISSUED BY THE GA 


/ 


\ 
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Portland Stone = Monks Park Stone 




















Doulting Stone Beer Stone 





Head Office BATH Telephone 3248-9 


ai nS F THE BATH & PORTLAND STONEFIRMS LTD 


LONDON PORTLAND GLASGOW LEEDS LIVERPOOL 
(Vietoria 9182/3 (2276 Giffnock 3050 (25971) Royal 6501 
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13 
ESTATE 
HOUSE 


SLIDING 


DOOR 
= GEAR 


ate FOR 
HOUSING 





FOR THE 
PRIVATE 
RESIDENCE 





ELLARD Sliding Door Gear is ideally suited for 

use on large housing estates and for the distinctive 

private residence. ELLARD “ Estate’’ Gear is RADIAL 
silent—easy ruaning—troublefree, and has ele- , as 
gant appearance. ELLARD “ Radial’’ Gear, for cp alas 
garages and out-houses, provides smooth-running 

action, gives maximum space, and is easy to fix. 

Both these well-known types of ELLARD Door 

Gear are moderate in price and immediate de- 

livery can be obtained from large ironmongers 

and builders’ merchants throughout the country. 


CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD 
WORKS ROAD - LETCHWORTH - HERTFORDSHIRE TELEPHONE 613/4 
mm 
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WATCHING YOUR INTERESTS 


@ 
ty, 
Ne g 


W. turned to stone f 


which wo 


exhauative 
hemical test 
trouble was « 
treatment pre 
miecoration arr 
Blundell Paints. Su 


by no means isolated ar 


to offer our co-operation 
problems of redecoration 
practical or theoretica 


may happen to encounter 


We shall he ple 
j 


niormation ab 


PAMMASTI¢ ind nota 
omplementaries, PAM MEL The day he discovers PAMMASTIC is a 
the luxury qlose « memorabdie one for any architect or interior decorator 


PAM MELETT E —Biund PAMMASTIN B } } 


superfine eggshell 


BLUNDELL paints 


For full technical details, please writ 


Blundell, Spence & Ltd. 9 Upper Thames Street, London E.C.4 Makers of paints since 1811] 
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Architect 


nis) Ltd. devel pme nt 


nial Developm: 


if 1S (Indust 


KENNETH ANNS. wc. 


;: A. B. WATERS, m.B.1 


Consulting Architect 


STEELWORK FABRICATED & ERECTED BY 


f.C.SONES 


AND COMPANY LIMITED 








THE ARCHITECT and Building 


We design, fabricate & erect 


structural steelwork 


UNITED STEEL STRUCTURAL COMPANY LIMITED 


issociated with The United Steel Companies Limited 


SCUNTHORPE - LINCOLNSHIRE 
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Chosen for modern 
building projects! 


THE DEPENDABLE DURADOR 
IS THE FIRST CHOICE FOR 
QUALITY & ECONOMY: 


In large building projects throughout the country high 
quality, low-cost Duradors are being fitted. Sturdy 
construction, selected timber and handsome appearance 
make these the ideal flush doors for flats, and housing 
schemes. All Hills Duradors are accurately machined 
and assembled for ease in fitting; their reliability has 
been proved by the severest tests. 


te ‘The frame is of kiln-dried timber and the 
facing is a balanced West African type 
plywood of our own manufacture. 


Seven Standard Sizes all with finished 
thickness of 13”. 


All Duradors are guaranteed for three 
years. 


Available for immediate delivery. 
Duradors are supplied in two types : “A’’ 


for painting and “B"’ for staining and 
varnishing. 


Why not send fot further details and prices Now? 


HILLS DURADOR 


THE DEPENDABLE, LOW-PRICED 
Plywood Fuced INTERIOR FLUSH DOOR! 





F. HILLS & SONS LIMITED London Branch Office: 28 Victoria St., Westminster, S.W.1. 
NORTON ROAD, STOCKTON-ON-TEES. po ge ie A a eee 
Telephone : 67/4! (7 lines) LONI 


JMTIE tocks | Mills @ 
are kept at our depot -— LIVINGSTONE 50, f Y ST., MILLWALL, E.14 
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Tor that deep, rich, satisfying finish 
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2” BUILDING SLABS 
AND 








—the measure of heat-loss through a 
construction, in B.Th.U’s. per hour 
over one square foot of its area, 
when the temperature-difference 


between its two sides is 1 F 


Even in these enlightened times factories 
are still erected without thermally imsu- 
lated roofs. 





In the majority of cases the disadvantages 
of unrestricted heat-losses are only realised 


[ SECTION when the inordinately high fuel bill 


RELL ILM arrives; with the result that a suspended 


P ee, en oil " oe 





ceiling has to be erected to minimise the 

> | heat-losses—a job which involves addi- 

2° STRAMIT———* | tional heavy expense, much inconvenience 
Z and interruption of production. 


STEEL TEES ZT + 
mPa SeNTREs 


For those who appreciate the value of 

thermal insulation, we recommend the 

adjacent system of factory roof construc- 

tion which gives the cheapest and most 

efficiently insulated roof available to the 

Building Industry today. It consists of 
«dame Stramit Slabs covered with built-up roof- 
DETAIL | ing felt: the ‘ U ’ value is 0.23. 








No other building slab 


As well as being invaluable for reducing heat losses, Stramit confers all the benefits of 
a low-cost dry construction. ¥& It is pre-cut to size to save time on site and to avoid 
possesses cutting to waste. ye It has light weight combined with great strength and rigidity 
% On flat roofs no screeding is required. ye It has a good fire-resistance classification 
: and a high degree of sound absorption 

all these properties 

Zin. Thick; 4ft. Wide; any length (Stock lengths:— 8, 9, 10 & 12 ft.) Available from stock through leading merchants. 
Send NOW for your copy of our fully detailed TECHNICAL FOLDER (ABN 555) and Building Research Station Reports. 


STRAMIT BOARDS LTD - PACKET BOAT DOCK - COWLEY PEACHEY UXBRIDGE MIDDLESEX - WEST DRAYTON 3021 
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in prizes for stand 


designs tor Ascot 


If you are a Registered Architect or a_ student who _ has 
reached Intermediate R.I.B.A. standard, or its equivalent, 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd. invite you to design the Ascot 


stand at this year’s Building Trades Exhibition at Olympia. 
PRIZES JUDGES HOW TO ENTER 


Ist - 200 gns. Messrs. C. S. Mardall, For entry forms and full 
F.R.I.B.A., of Yorke, details of the Cempeti- 
I OO , Rosenberg and Mardall, tion write to Ascot Gas 

2nd: gns. i | 
and F. R. Yerbury, O.B.E.., Water Heaters Ltd., 


Hon. A.R.1.B.A., Director 255 North Circular 
3rd . §O gns. of the Building Centre. Road, London, N.W.10. 








CLOSING DATE: Closing date for entries is 8th July, 1956. 





ARCHITECT 


é- BUILDING 


News "corporates the 
subscription 


**The Architect and Building 
founded in 1854 The onnuol 


Published by ILIFFE & SONS LTD 
Telephone: WATERLOO 3333 (60 lines) 
Branch Offices: Coventr 
Manchester 


: 
inland ond overseas a2 15s J ost paid S.A. and Canada 


DORSET HOUSE 
Telegrams fe 


8-10 Corporation Street 
260 Deansgate Tel: Blackfriars 4412 (3 lines) 


NEWS 


Architect, founded 8 ond ¢t vildin News 


$9.00 


STAMFORD STRE 
HITONIA, SED 


ET. LONDON, SE 
ST, LONDON 


Birmingham: King Edward House 
Deansgate 3595 (2 lines 


New Street 
268 Renfield 


73 g0w 





GIiveE 


N the Easter week A. & B.N. readers were 

promised that in future pre-Bank Holiday 
issues there would be a story in place of the usual 
leading article. Here then, is the first. It is by 
F. H. B. Layfield, a.m.t.ps1. Is it true, or not 
true ? 

* * 
T was not the appearance of the cottage itself 


that was remarkable. To all outward view it 
was like many another Cotswold cottage. The 


familiar warm grey stone, the gentle undulations of 


the roof, its low comfortable lines, even the lichen 
which dappled it were redolent of the Gloucestershire 
countryside. It even had a small garden, but the 
familiar flowers you looked for were not there, for it 
was the surroundings of this cottage which made it 
unusual. The garden was dark, the light crowded 
out by the skyscrapers of Manhattan which closed 
the cottage in. 

The owner of this incongruous cottage was Elsa. 
She was a woman of middle age and endowed with 
great charm and vitality. She was not, it is true, a 
beautiful woman but strikingly handsome. The soft 
outlines of her silver grey hair graced features whose 
strong bones conveyed a sense of underlying power. 
If her tastes were sometimes a shade eccentric she was 
able to indulge them readily, for Elsa was a million- 
airess. Friends who enjoyed her courtesy and charm 
often told you how fortunate it was that money 
made money; for Elsa, it was freely admitted, had no 
Her father had left her a small 
fortune, which, it was said, had multiplied itself. 
Certainly the cottage was eloquent testimony to the 
growth of that fortune for the land on which it 
stood was prodigiously valuable. 


business sense. 


The blind rear wall of the cottage bounded a 


THEM 


AN INCH 


vacant plot on which a fairly small late nineteenth 
century building had recently stood. It had now 
been demolished for a real estate company proposed 
to erect yet another skyscraper on the site. One 
summer morning Elsa received a call from the officials 
of the company. They were polite but cold. A 
meticulous survey of the site adjacent to the cottage, 
they told her, had revealed that the cottage had been 
built with its rear wall two inches over the boundary. 
Elsa was sympathetic; two inches of land were of 
great value in this vicinity. Elsa offered to purchase 
the land at once. Carefully they explained that the 
land was not for sale, they wished the wall taken back. 
Nor did all the charm that Elsa could exert shift 
them from their intention. Two inches off the site of a 
skyscraper was, they pointed out, a serious considera- 
tion. Finding herself unable to make any progress 
Elsa handed the matter over to her lawyers confident 
of their ability to solve the problem. After some 
weeks of argument, however, they reported to her 
that they could obtain no change. 

Elsa now resumed charge herself. After a long 
conference with her lawyers, in which she asked some 
unexpected questions, she acted. Builders and 
surveyors were called; Elsa gave them simple instruc- 
tions and told them to work with extreme accuracy. 
They were to chip three inches off the rear wall of the 
cottage. The operation was carried out quickly, 
though not without difficulty. Once it was completed 
Elsa wrote to the real estate people informing them 
that she had complied with their request. 


Shortly afterwards work on the new building 


began. The building, filling every part of the site, 
grew rapidly making the cottage even more dark than 
before. The building had reached, I think, the 
twentieth storey before Elsa insisted on having her 
inch of land back from the real estate people. 





At the L.M.B.A. luncheon in honour of the Lord Mayor 
of London. L-R:—The Mayor of Westminster, 
Mr. J. Gordon Elsworthy; The Lord Mayor, 
Sir Seymour Howard and the President of the 
L.M.B.A., Mr. L. J. Holloway. 


THE L.M.B.A. 


The annual luncheon at which the London Master 
Builders’ Association entertains the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs has for several years been used as an occasion for 
the hosts to complain of the difficulties under which they 
have had to work and for the principal guest to paint a 
glorious picture of the City of the future. This year the 
story was quite different. Both sides seemed to be bemused 
by the amount of building work going on, or projected, 
when expressed in millions of pounds. Mr. Holloway, the 
L.M.B.A. President, in his speech of welcome told of the 
Lord Mayor’s efforts to become, earlier in his career, a 
Liberal Member of Parliament. The Lord Mayor, con- 
fidentially caressing the microphone with a voice which 
hammered on his audience’s ear-drums, spoke almost 
entirely of the money being spent on building and the need 
for better roads. The bright spot of his speech was a 
story which, though possessing little intrinsic merit, was 
remarkable for having been told by the Lord Mayor of 
London. 


LUNCH 


Mr. Holloway made an appeal for pre-planning. I have 
yet to hear that jobs subjected to this process do, in fact, 
work out more efficiently and cheaply than those muddled 
through in the standard British way. Pre-planning has for 
some years been hailed as one of the greatest hopes of 
reducing building costs. As far as I know the claims made 
for it before the event have never been compared with 
the results obtained. I would like to be proved wrong 
about this. If I am right pre-planning should be popped 


in the carpet bag with all the other after-dinner building 
clichés. 


AN {WERICAN is. 2tmae8 &£.C.A 


The Royal College of Art paid a pleasant compliment 
last week to Mr. Arnold Bank, a Fulbright scholar and a 
student and teacher of all forms of lettering from calligraphy 
to letter cutting. He was invited to give a paper on his 
work at the Royal Society of Arts. The proceedings fol- 
lowed the pattern of the recent series of inaugural addresses 
by heads of the various departments of the College 

Mr. Bank spoke of his delight in discovering whole areas 
of British art and criticism which, though household stuff 
to us, was completely unknown to him as a teacher of typo- 
graphy in the States. If some of the audience were a little 
shocked at this they could only have been charmed by 
Mr. Bank’s enthusiasm and lecturing skill. His method of 
stirring his audience in their seats was not by dropping 
a lexicon or by hurling a piece of chalk but by a sudden 
reference to the clock. What date was it? Was it going? 


Surely that portrait used to hang here and this there? In 
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a trice everyone was back on the edges of their chairs. This 
is not to say that this lecture was dull, it was, on the con- 
trary, most interesting. In discussing previous lectures of 
the kind, Mr. Bank had described them as “dry toast.” 
As Mr. Robin Darwin said when thanking the lecturer, he 
had indeed spread some butter on the toast. 


es 


T AE 1.4. COUNCIL, 1955-56 

The results of this (the other) Election will be found on 
another page. There is the minimum of change. Sir Hugh 
Casson, leaves the Council, having finished his year as 
Past-President. Mr. Alexander Gibson and Mr. Max 
Lock did not seek re-election. Elected in these vacancies 
ire Mr. H. J. Whitfield Lewis, principal Housing Architect 
to the L.C.C. (this makes a council total of four from the 
L.C.C. Architect’s Department), Mr. John Lacey, an 
architect in private practice, and Mr. Peter Newnham, who 
won the Military Cross in the war and worked for some 
time in the United States, and is now with the M.o.E 
Development Group. 


HOUSING $5-55 


Last week I mentioned that this exhibition had been 
opened by the P.R.I.B.A. at the Building Centre. A good 
deal has been made of the small size of the exhibition when 
compared with the two million new homes provided. From 
the quantitative point of view this is a valid criticism but 
the object of the exhibition was to show in a very limited 
pace the best of post-war housing. This has, I think, been 
most admirably done both in choice and presentation. I 
shall look forward to seeing this, the British contribution, 
in its international setting in The Hague. 

In thanking the Building Centre for its generosity in 
financing the exhibition, Mr. Aslin made what very 
nearly amounted to an apology for the lack of financial 
support given the international movement by the R.I.B.A. 
He hoped that the importance of good international rela- 
tions between architects would become more obvious to 
members as time went on. 

Sir Patrick Abercrombie, Président d’Honneur, accepted 
the exhibition on behalf of I.U.A. and made one of his 
gay and scintillating speeches. 

The exhibition remains at the B.C. until June 4 (closed 
on Saturday, May 28, and Monday, May 30 


BRISTOL REGURGANS 


After being hurtled from Paddington to Bristol by the 
Great Western in 105 minutes dead and brought back in 
only a few more than that, I am feeling unusually well 
disposed to British Railways. But, my goodness, I wish 
I felt the same way about the rebuilding of Bristol. Not 
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only is the quantity far less than in any other badly 
bombed place except the village of Sturry, in Kent, but 
the quality is really disgracefully low. Broadmead has 
to be seen to be believed. Mr. Ellis Somake, with his 
Dolcis shop, provides the only relief in a street which looks 
not unlike a gold rush town done in stone. 

The City of London has been deservedly criticized but 
how has the fine City of Bristol managed to escape such 
unfavourable publicity? 

I saw two schemes from the City Architect’s office which 
at least gave signs of better things to come. Both were 
blocks of flats, one high, austere and Scandinavian, and 
the other rather gay but incorporating every slap and tickle 
af contemporary design. I understand that it was the 
first block of a large scheme and I hope very much that 
it will be found possible to leave out some of the frippery 
on the rest of the buildings. 

I had lunch in what I believe was the first-class dining 
saloon of the old Mauretania. Splendid mahogany panel- 
ling in the near Empire manner with banquettes fit for 
emperors to recline on. This odd building was, I believe, 
built round the interior décor of the famous Cunarder. 
From being a curiosity it is now fast becoming a historic 
monument, and it will be odd but not surprising if one day 
it is Officially listed as such. 

Clifton Gorge & Brunel’s great bridge have always been 
twin wonders of the world to me and I used to think that 
I would like to retire to one of those terrace houses nearby. 
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MIES* FIRST SKYSCRAPER 
Model in brass of the proposed $20m, 38-storey tower block 
stretching from 52nd-53rd Street, Park Avenue, New York, 
which has been designed by Mies van der Rohe in partnership 
with Philip Johnson, associated with Kahn and Jacobs. 
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But after seeing the first sample of the replanning and 
rebuilding of Bristol, I have decided to take a flat in High 
Paddington. 

Judging by the wall decorations in the cellar bar of the 
Royal West of England Academy School of Architecture, 
no student of the school ever ventures abroad without a 
screwdriver. I was reminded by notices that the place 
was reserved FOR REGENDE MED HUNDAR and also 
that LES PLACES NUMEROTEES sont RESERVEES 
aux MUTILES DE GUERRE and FEMMES 
ENCEINTES. An odd place, the R.W.A. school. 

Odder still is a notice in a nearby park on a hill which 
says: “No carpet beating before 6 a.m. or after 9 a.m.” 
I am told that the hill was presented to the city by a lady 
who did so on condition that the townspeople should be 
allowed to thwack their carpets there in perpetuity. 
Whether or not she would approve of the present restricted 
hours is a matter for conjecture. 

THE R.1I.B.A4. RECEPTION 

It would be interesting to know how many people I 
missed at the R.I.B.A. reception last Friday. Comparing 
the list of guests published in The Times with my photo- 
graphic memory, I find many blank pieces of film. It is 
true that people—rushing off to another show, you know 
—were already leaving when I arrived br’, all the same, 
I believe there were many non-starters. Perhaps it was 
just as well, as the crowd was vast. The evening passed 
in a twinkling so that I must have enjoyed it. Someone 
who knew said that architects’ wives were much better 
turned out than doctors’ and thus paid my annual tribute 
for me. I saw none of the sideshows, but I am sure that 
they were interesting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aslin were obviously enjoying themselves 
and that made everyone else feel happy. Last year we 
had no Reception. The Dinner was said to take its place. 
The dinner, at best, is a dull affair. The Reception is 
never dull. Candidates for election to the R.1.B.A. Council 
should note that I will only consider them for a vote if 
they are in favour of an Annual Reception. 


OSBORNE HOUSE 

Parts of Osborne House, in the Isle of Wight, have been 
open to the public for a long time but this year the private 
apartments of Queen Victoria and her family have been 
opened to visitors for the first time. I remember being 
fascinated by Sir Hugh Casson’s broadcast talk on these 
rooms with all their personal relics. The Stationery Office 
has recently published an illustrated booklet on Osborne 
House written by John Charlton, M.A., F.S.A., in a 
straightforward guide-book manner. The photographs 
are excellent and show many of the more curious pieces 
of furniture such as the billiards table, which looks for 
all the world as if it had been converted from a massage 
slab in a Turkish bath, and a byzantine-style piano with 
a heavily fringed stool. I find the white marble replicas 
of limbs of the Royal children, laid on velvet cushions, 
rather too macabre for my taste—perhaps Sir Hugh did, 
too, for I do not remember any mention of them in his 
talk. 

Everything is there, from a smaller than full-sized Swiss 
chalet most completely equipped and furnished, for the 
children, to Queen Victoria’s own bathing machine with 
a large verandah and projecting roof. The house is open 
until the second Friday in October on Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays from 11 a.m. till 5 p.m. 
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This model is part of a thesis design prepared at the Department of Town Planning, School of Architecture 
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PARTNERSHIP 


Phe firm of Sergei Kadleigh, William 
Whitfield and Patrick Horsbrugh has 
amalgamated with the firm of Raglan 
Squire and Partners. In future both 
firms will carry on business under the 
name of Raglan Squire and Partners at 
3, Hobart Place, S.W.1 


Nickson & Borys, F.R.LB.A. 
A.M.T.P.1., Architects and Town 
Planners, have established an office in 
Accra, Gold Coast, P.O. Box 670, 
Accra, where they will be pleased to 
receive trade literature and catalogues. 


surrounded by shops, offices and cafes will be a new heart of the city, busy 
The high block closes the vista of the main shopping street changed into a pedestrian way leading to the north to the exist ng 
ommercial precinct with a covered and open-air market surrounded by offices 
Right of the new City Square, the existing Georgian market changed into a cultural and entertainment centre for open-air 
Bottom right, the railway station 
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COMING EVENTS 
The Architectural Association 

June 2 at 6.15 p.m. The first of a 
series of Criticisms of Members’ Work 
Messrs. Bridgwater and Shepheard 
have been asked to submit the Malory 
School at South Lewisham (a new 
L.C.C. Comprehensive School) for dis- 
cussion. Drawings and a model will 
be on view at the A.A. on May 31 and 
June 1 and 2 

June 4. Visit to Bank of 
Printing Works, Debden, nr 
ton. Leave by coach at 
Tickets 5s each. 
C.P.R.E. 

June 2 at 2.30 p.m. 
Meeting. Sir 


England 
Lough- 
9.30 a.m 


Annual General 
Stephen  Tallents, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., will address 
the meeting. At the R.I.B.A 

June 4 at 4.15 p.m. Sheffield and 
Peak District Branch of the C.P.R_E. 
Annual General Meeting Talk by 
J. L. Womersley, City Architect of 
Sheffield, on “ Housing in a Hill City,” 
at Longshaw House 
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Conditions of Building 


Extracts the 


from 


read 


paper 
PROFESSOR 


N old saying, that has since become a history book tag, laid it 
down that “Well Building hath three Conditions. 

And this evening my object is to inquire to what extent this 
statement still holds good. I am going to apply it to a particular 
sort of building—that which occurs in the core or centre of a 
town, and which, being so often a second or a third building on 
the same piece of ground, is not a simple but a complex architec- 
tural process. I hope to show that, notwithstanding the fact that 
certain fundamental principles of civic design are as valid now as 
they were 2,000 years ago, the conditions of building in city 
centres are vastly different. Some of them, in fact, can hardly be 
brought at all under Sir Henry Wotton’s famous umbrella. 

Undoubtedly there is something wrong in the way that our 
cities—particularly the war-damaged ones—are being rebuilt. 
Perhaps there has always been something wrong, or at any rate 
lacking, since the days when Mediterranean man invaded 
these islands, built temples and baths, founded cities and settle- 
ments, and knit them together with a trunk road system. 


Circulation 


The first condition of building in the already built-up centres 
of our towns consists in coming to terms with traffic. ere has 
always been congestion of a sort in city centres: one reads of it 
in 3rd-century Rome, in 12th-century Paris, in the London 
of Pepys’ Diary. On the whole there has been some pattern in 
it—some discernible connection between cause and effect. The 
confusion of a street market or a fair is comprehensible. A pub- 
lic gathering, a procession, or a celebration demands a crowd. 
Even to-day the Lord Mayor’s Show, or a presentation of the 
Freedom of the City, justifies the closing of streets. What is 
new in traffic circulation is not only the internal combustion 
engine and the increase in numbers, but the lack of relation 
between this accelerated movement and the environment through 
which it passes. It is as if the throng of the audience chamber 
had given way to the aimless criss-cross of the cocktail party. 

The effect of this on the individual building or building group 
is well known to architects; yet we do not seem to have accepted 
the logic of the situation nor pressed for a cure. The fact is that 
no central building is self-contained. Even if it is not a traffic 
generator in itself, it has to find its place in the street pattern of 
the town; and at present that street pattern is either obsolete or 
inappropriate, or both. Millions of pounds have been spent on 
new accommodation in the central areas since the war. But the 
amount spent on the improvement of circulation in the same 
areas is negligible. 

Even where the pre-war system of roads and railways, parking 
spaces, and piped and cabled services has to suffice for reasons of 
economy all sorts of inappropriate uses and additional functions 
are loaded on to them. Because the direct route through the 
centre of Cambridge is narrow and slow, and because Queens 
Road—which passes through “the Backs”—is an existing by- 
pass from Huntingdon Road to the station, it is seriously sug- 
gested, even now, that it should become the trunk road for 
through traffic. Much the same argument applies to the East 
Carriage Drive in Hyde Park, between Marble Arch and Hyde 
Park Corner. To relieve congestion at these two points and in 
Park Lane, it is now proposed to sacrifice it on the altar of 
convenience. It is only a partial and temporary means of allevia- 
tion; for it is obvious that what is needed is a more radical solu- 
tion to the problem of traffic congestion as it will be ten years 
ahead, and not as it was before the war. But cost deters us; and 
so the responsible authorities have to do the best they can with 
inadequate means. One cannot help asking, none the less, what 
the position will be when this tedious, difficult and by no means 
economical operation is over, and we have lost one more of those 
features which make London’s Royal Parks almost unique in the 
urban centres of Europe. 

With little prospect of general traffic improvement in central 
areas, the individual building is nevertheless conditioned to mect 
it, if and when it comes. Corners are splayed to give better sight 
lines at pavement and street junctions, rear access is required 
for the larger commercial buildings, with self-contained loading 
docks in certain cases; and, most important of all, parking space 
within the curtilage is now demanded by many planning authori- 
ties in order, primarily, to take as many standing vehicles as 
possible off the streets. 

All this is quite logical; provided that major street improve- 
ments accompany these additional conditions for planning con- 
sent. What is not logical, however, is their imposition as an end in 
themselves. On the one hand the layout, composition and exter- 
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nal appearance of the buildings is held to be a matter of compr<- 
hensive or unified design. On the other hand there is no com- 
prehensive design for the pattern of circulation, as a whole, in 
the same area: there are simply standard requirements, which 
extend even to street lighting. 

One of these standard requirements that has proved particu- 
larly difficult in practice is the stipulation that one car per 5,000 
square feet of office space should be parked or garaged within 
the curtilage of commercial properties in certain areas. 

In making a proposal of this kind for the City of London 
eight years ago, Dr. Holden and I regarded this as a reasonable 
condition of building; and in theory I still think it is. In fact, 
however, the streets most affected have not been improved; the 
cost of providing a car-space (which usually has to be below 
ground) is between £2,700 and £4,000; and so far the main 
result has been not so much the removal of standing vehicles off 
the street, but the inducement to a few more owners to enter 
and manceuvre their cars within an already congested area. 

It would, I think, have been more satisfactory to require 
allocated parking space on the same scale, either within the 
curtilage or within a garage or open-decked car park within a 
quarter of a mile of the new building. I did in fact propose this 
for the central area of Pretoria—the administrative capital of the 
Union of South Africa; where the parking problem, though con- 
fined to a smaller area, is just as acute as in London. American 
experience can also show examples of the planning of both shops 
and offices with reserved or allocated space near by. In some 
cases offices are let with one or more such parking spaces included 
in the rent. 

This and other kinds of parking provision would make for 
more reasonable conditions of building in a central area, so far 
as the standing vehicle is concerned. But for the moving traffic— 
the real dynamic of a city plan—we do not seem te be even in 
sight of a solution to most of our problems. The late Alker 
Tripp’s “ traffic precinct ” turned arterial traffic into sub-arterials, 
and these in turn into service or accommodation roads—a good 
principle in itself, but not yet applied to central areas. The via- 
ducts, clover-leafs and grade separations built in many down- 
town districts in the U.S.A. are obviously a move in the right 
direction. But again they are not comprehensively planned; that 
is to say they are expensive surgical remedies for existing con- 
gestion. And only too often in that enterprising country they 
only succeed in intensifying the congestion, at the point where 
the expressway branches off into a series of old bottlenecks. Le 
Corbusier’s Cartesian solution, to separate the buildings alto- 
gether from the fast traffic and give the entire ground level to 
the pedestrian, remains an ideal; and in spite of our achieve- 
ments with the railways in the Victorian age, we have made no 
progress at all towards it. Traffic engineers have come to look 
on traffic as a kind of super-fluid; architects are unwilling to go 
beyond the static composition in its three dimensions, and can 
hardly conceive of a design for velocities as well as for positions. 

Physicists describe the degree of disorder in a physical system 
as the entropy; and it has been laid down that in any random 
process—such as traffic moving in different directions at 
different speeds—the entropy increases. The more mixed it is, 
and the faster it goes, the greater the disorder. Valuable as our 
experience is with traffic control—particularly that of the police 
—we have hardly begun to design for a reduction of the 
entropy, for a system in which positions and velocities are both 
accounted for, where the ——— is free, the slow traffic more 
orderly, and the fast traffic as closely controlled as that of tube 
trains in the London Underground. 

Obviously, I cannot go into detail, as it would lead me too 
far from my main theme. But I would like to mention one 
scheme out of scveral where a comprehensive approach to 
architecture and traffic is being attempted and where the 
primary designs are being—so to speak—welded into a grand 
design. This is the Park Hill Redevelopment Scheme, near 
the City Centre of Sheffield. Here Mr. Womersicy, the City 
Architect, has planned a pedestrian precinct, rear access roads, 
parking, garaging, and slow movement by a complete system of 
street decks. Housing, shopping and traffic circulation are all 
part of a unified design. 


Design and Lettable Area 


The next condition of building in a city centre, on which I 
would like to comment, is the economic condition and its effect 
on the external appearance of the building. 

It is quite common in practice to have to meet the require- 
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ments of more than one client. The planning authority 
represents the public interest. It tries to interpret the main 
recommendations of its development plan, which may have been 
approved—subject to modification—by the Minister. It also 
tries to secure comprehensive rather than piecemeal develop- 
ment; and even when there are delegation arrangements in force 
it is the authority for development control, subject always to 
appeal. Its relation to the designer is by no means a wholly 
impersonal one. For every building of importance, as you all 
know, there are informal discussions in which the phrase occurs 
more than once: “ ... we (the Planning Authority) would like 
you to do so-and-so, quite apart from any regulations under 
the Building Act, or the By-Laws.” 

The local authority may represent the landlord’s interest; 
for, willingly or otherwise, by Compulsory Purchase Order or 
as a result of a Purchase Notice served upon it by a disgruntled 
developer, it may own the land. Or it may not be a local 
authority but a private company, or a Trust. In any case there 
are conditions in the building lease which govern use and bulk 
and access, and may even lay down requirements as to height, 
character and external appearance. 

But somewhere there is the executive client—if one may so 
call him; with his surveyor and his accountant. This is the 
man who specifies the “ commoditie,” leaving it to his technical 
advisers to see to the “ firmness” and to create the “ delight.” 
The perfect marriage of patron and architect should produce 
the best possible conditions for design. But who is the patron? 
The building owner, who may be building his firm’s head office, 
or for part-occupation, or wholly to let, is concerned first and 
foremost to make his enterprise pay. The adviser who is really 
planning his building is his estate manager or his accountant 

All three are likely to leave matters of appearance, amenity 
and civic design to the public authorities; and they will expect 
their architect to see the scheme through the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, the Preservation Societies, and the local town 
planning committee—all of whom they regard from their own 
point of view as hazards. Elaboration of the machinery for 
passing plans simply increases the hazards; and this widens the 
gap between private and public interests. A speculative archi- 
tect like John Wood at th, or John Nash in London, put 
his designs quite literally on the market; he knew that his 
patrons would judge him by them. Even Haussmann, in the 
rebuilding of Paris between 1853 and 1869, offered his clients 
a building venture in which design was an integral factor. But 
it is often the case today that even public-spirited owners dis- 
regard the factor of design, because it does not seem to them 
to be their business. If you doubt this, look about you. 

The position of the architect in this situation is one of great 
difficulty. If his reputation is as great as his personality he may 
ignore the economic condition of building and concentrate on 
design. If he is a greater man still, he will bring his client 
round to his own way of thinking. 

The architect who comes to terms with the economic problem, 
accepting it as one of the limitations of his design and making 
a virtue of it, cam sometimes be fortunate and sometimes the 
reverse. There are occasions when public and private interests 
chime together like a peal of bells. More often, however, the 
high cost of building in central areas, which may run from 
about 6s 4d to lls 6d a cubic foot (and which is still rising), 
forces the building owner to a very precise calculation of out 
goings and income based on an amount of floor space which he 
forthwith regards as the economic minimum for the job. That 
figure becomes a sort of King Charles’ Head. If it is reduced, 
the building owner says he cannot afford to go on with the 
job. Yet the planning authority may ask for alterations, the 
highway authority for a set-back, the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission for a reduction in bulk. Even the archeologists may 
want to get at some Roman remains in the substructure. And 
if some uneasy compromise is reached on all these points there 
is still the risk that an indignant citizen, months later, may 
realize what is about to happen to a site for which he has a 
sentimental regard, and write to the papers saying “Is it too 
late to prevent this great opportunity from being frittered 
away!” 

With the next level of building activity, in which the architect 
(if there is one) himself does not attempt to do anything beyond 
meeting the demand for accommodation, I need not say much 
The remedy is obvious. But I cannot resist making one com- 
ment, which I hope will not sound too satirical. It is that a 
good deal of this kind of property, erected after the Great Fire 
of London, in the early 1670's, is just the kind of building that 
we are now most anxious to preserve. It is comparatively small, 
unpretentious, restorable, and human in scale; the lowest 
common denominator of the urban sum. Personally I would 
not be very concerned about such humdrum building today, 
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unless it loses those qualities and becomes enormous in scale or 
pretentious in character. 

But for the rest, what remedy can be found? 

The first suggestion is one of method. From the point of 
view of civic architecture the interests in building promotion 
appear to be too divided. The public patron is very largely 
supplanting the private one, and yet—paradoxically enough— 
the public interest in architecture is not being so well served. 
Could there not be a greater concentration of interest at one 
point in the sequence? Could not the landlord combine public 
conscience with private enterprise, and become the real patron of 
the designer? The history of estate development in this country, 
at least in the past three centuries, has been more interesting 
than that of complete town building. Regent Street and the 
Regent’s Park is a good example of a planned project; Lincoln’s 
Inn of a unity that has been maintained over centuries. Could 
we not more frequently apply the experience of the great urban 
estates to what is now called “comprehensive development 
areas” in our towns? The owner of the land could be a local 
authority, a public body, a Trust; and should be held account- 
able for it in all its aspects—social, economic, architectural. The 
landlord should appoint his architect and his other tech- 
nical advisers, he should obtain a “clearance” for the site, 
write a careful programme for the designers to work on, and 
approve necessary amendments afterwards. This would be no 
formal matter of administration; it would be personal and par- 
ticular—an active promotion of a scheme, in which all the 
participants would have a common interest to produce some- 
thing not only economic but worthwhile 

The second point is one that has been made before, by 
Richard Llewelyn Davies and others. It is that structural 
research should be extended into the social field so that we can 
find out something more about the uses to which buildings can 
or should be put, the kind of programmes that will fit those 
uses, and the ways in which such programmes can be formu- 
lated. This is a job of client-education as well as of architec- 
tural research; and I do not suggest that it will solve all our 
problems. But it is certainly interesting to see what it has done 
for schools, under the sponsorship of the central and local 
education authorities, and what it is beginning to do for hos- 
pitals and laboratories with the help of the Nuffield Foundation. 

The third point is an unusual one; it concerns public rela- 
tions. When almost all estates were private estates, an unwritten 
code of conduct governed the negotiations and procedures. 
Apart from very accurate forecasts of buildings drawn or 
engraved for the Royal Academy, there was little public criticism 
of development until it was completed. An individual architect 
or surveyor would act on behalf of an estate one day—in much 
the same way as a planning authority does now—and submit 
a design of his own for another surveyor’s approval, the next 
day 

Now, under the provisions of the Planning Acts, an applica- 
tion for permission to develop may be made by anyone— 
whether he has an interest in the land or not. The semi- 
confidential nature of the procedure is no longer observed. I 
do not say this is a bad thing; I am only concerned to show 
that it is quite common for the design of a potential building 
to be shown to the public and reproduced in the Press before 
there is a client or a. building programme at all. And under 
these circumstances the more old-fashioned landlords and their 
estate managers also find themselves a focus of architectural 
interest and enquiry long before their plans are settled, or an 
executive architect appointed. In central areas, more especially, 
something has to go into the shop window at an early stage, 
and be made available to the Press, even if the designs are 
subsequently altered. This seems to be essential not only for 
purposes of comprehensive design, but as a concession to public 
interest. 

This is really a problem of presentation. Models, or photo- 
graphs of models, to a small scale, are sometimes prepared in 
block form. Occasionally elaborate perspectives are drawn 
The danger is that laymen and authorities alike may fix on a 
building form that has been designed from the outside inwards, 
instead of from the plan outwards. It is then difficult to depart 
from it. Nevertheless there is much to be said for some form 
of presentation at this preliminary stage; and the planning 
authorities themselves could take a larger hand in it 


The Friction of Space 


To describe the third condition of building—the last which 
I have time to mention this evening—I have borrowed a 
sociologist’s term, “the friction of space.” The term is applic- 
able to the town as a whole, but in a particular degree to its 
core, the place where maximum ac tion and maximum 
circulation occur together. 

The 20th-century city is emptying out from the centre its 
residential A its theatres and churches, its factories and 
its playgrounds. In their place it is concentrating financial and 
administrative buildings, exchanges, offices and banks. The new 
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buildings are not interested in silhouettes and have no money to 
spare for towers and cupolas, turrets and ornamental roofs. A 
decent lid for the tanks and lift-motor rooms is the most to 
which they aspire; and silhouette, if it is to be achieved at all, 
is made from the body of the building itself and not by any 
ornamental headgear. Even to succeed in this, a comprehensive 
treatment of groups of buildings must be possible, such as for 
the Rockefeller Centre in New York or the Back Bay project in 
Boston. And the principle behind these compositions is an 
zsthetic principle, no longer based on the symbolic or emblematic 
ideas of medizval or renaissance times, but deliberately contro- 
verting them. Cathedral and palace no longer dominate secular 
buildings; the guild halls of the City Companies are moving into 
the basements of rent-producing commercial structures. Instead, 
one slightly taller office building projects above a host of other 
office buildings, or—more logically—a ring of tower blocks, or 
a pattern of slabs of equal height, stands sentinel over the historic 
core of the city. 

The more I think about this kind of development, the more 
hope I see in the accentuation of this difference between the old 
idea of scale and silhouette and the new—a difference that has 
already occurred in the social and economic functions of a city 
centre. An office block 300ft high, not far from St. Paul’s, 
and designed in the style of the western towers of the Cathedral 
would, I think, be offensive as well as absurd. But a widely 
spaced group of such towers, impersonal, unassertive and aloof, 
their vertical lines predominant, their surfaces reflective in terms 
of light and atmosphere, and their outlines simple, lean and 
entirely without fuss—that, I think, would be acceptable, and 
might even be interesting; even though it would mean shifting 
some architectural value from the skyline to the ground line. 

At any rate, I can think of a number of alternatives that would 
be far less satisfactory. For example, the gradual submerging of 
the traditional skyline under a rising general level of new build- 
ings whose silhouette would be aggravating rather than neutral 
I am leaving out of consideration altogether family housing in 
tall blocks of flats as these have their own space requirements 
which just cannot be met at present on land of exceptionally 
high value. Apart from this, the biggest problem in central areas 
consists in coping with quantity. If quantity can be stacked in 
orderly vertical piles, then quality—the historic monuments and 
exceptional buildings—can be given the space and the setting it 
deserves at the ground level, where it can be most appreciated 
In a city centre, space in the midst of congestion is the most 
fabulous of all luxuries. Unlike the ancient Greeks we do not 
do without things; we have perhaps too many things—too much 
of the apparatus of living, too many cars and loudspeakers and 
filing cabinets—and not enough of the real urban pleasures such 
48 conversation and social occasions and freedom to walk about 
the town. And so, it seems to me, we ought to endow our 
buildings of architectural interest, whether they are contemporary 
or of the past, with sufficient space to enable us to use them and 
to look at them. At the same time, if efficiency of distribution and 
productivity in industry is to be maintained, the centre must pro- 
vide at least headquarter accommodation for these activities and 
for the finance houses, the exchanges and commodity markets that 
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go with them. Otherwise, as can already be seen in the older 
towns of America, these central elements will move out of the 
city altogether and leave it to decay; and this is by no means 
a graceful form of decay. How otherwise can be combined the 
three kinds of space required in the central area of a town 
production space, circulation space and leisure space—than by 
piling up one in the vertical plane so as to disencumber the 
horizontal plane for the benefit of the other two? 

If this theory were put into practice it would, of course, 
demand comprehensive design and an overriding control on the 
quantity of accommodation that town services and transport 
would permit. I have already suggested how areas of compre- 
hensive development might be planned, on estate lines, as unified 
building operations; and these would obviously follow an appre- 
ciation of the town pattern of use and density zoning (including 
that particular reflection of zoning in the third dimension—the 
town silhouette) by the planning authority 

As to the floor space control, this is as necessary but as 
negative as all forms of regulation unless combined with imagina 
tive handling of the limitations and opportunities which it 
embodies. Central London has now had some years’ experience 
of a control based roughly on a ratio of 5 to 1-floor space to site 
space. The control has been criticized as being either too rigid 
or too flexible. Inasmuch as it is regarded by many developers 
as a minimum (which they are aggrieved if they cannot obtain), 
and since ministerial policy has now changed in the direction 
of reducing the employment opportunities in the centre, so a 
to imcrease them in the new and expanded towns 
it is probably true that the plot ratio and the floor 
space index need _ reconsideration Had they not been 
applied—and I think I am right in saying that London 
City and County have pioneered in this matter—how much 
worse would the present situation have been. Despite traffic 
delays and the dissatisfaction expressed over the architectural 
form of much of our post-war reconstruction, London retains 
the special attraction of what Steen Eiler Rasmussen has called 
“the scattered city.” It is still open to improvement. And in 
comparison with other and better-planned towns whose pattern 
of growth is denser and more fixed, this is in itself a virtue 
Most British towns, in fact, assisted by a sound and consistent 
policy of dispersal for all those activities which are not essential 
at the centre, could still solve many of the problems created 
by the friction of space. But it is only too clear that in this 
connection ume is not on our side 


In these reflections on a few of the conditions of building in 
city centres I am well aware of the fact that I have not said 
anything of the slightest practical use to the architect faced with 
the problem of putting more floor space on a given area than the 
site will hold, meeting all the requirements of the authorities, 
keeping down the cost of building (now standing at nearly 
370 per cent of what it was in 1939), and at the same time 
producing a significent piece of architecture. My conclusion is, 
of course, that the individual design has little chance until the 
“grand design” is improved, together with all the 
necessary to its “ well-building 
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Croxteth Estate, 


HE Croxteth estate lying on the north-east 

boundary of the city is to accommodate 2,200 
dwellings of which over 1,800 have so far been com- 
pleted and occupied, the remainder being all under 
construction. The first part of the estate was started 
in October, 1950, and comprises 1,184 dwellings, all 
of which have been completed. The second phase, 
a contract for 796 dwellings, was commenced early 
in 1953. A small extension to part one filling in a 
pocket of land in the N.E. corner of the estate and 
consisting of 115 dwellings, was started early last year. 
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RONALD BRADBURY, Ph.D., F.R.1.B.A.. A.M.T.P.1 


L icerpool CITY ARCHITECT & DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 


In order to make the fullest use of available land 
and achieve a satisfactory suburban density just 
under one-third of the total dwellings are in the form 
of three-storey flats and four-storey maisonettes. The 
remainder, which are houses and single-bedroom flats, 
cover a wide range of types and sizes to suit all kinds 
of families. Sited among these are four family group 
children’s homes which give accommodation for 
foster parents and about ten children each. 

A departure from traditional methods has increased 
the speed of building individual blocks and over two- 


thirds of the houses are being erected in no fines 
poured concrete with a stone-dash external finish 
No fines U.C.O. houses were selected as being the 
most suitable after investigating 12 different types of 
non-traditional construction. The general contrac- 
tors for the major portion of the estate are the Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., while a number of the three- 
storey flats have been built by Messrs. R. J. Barton 
& Sons, Ltd. Contractors for roads and sewers are 
Messrs. Lloyd & Crossand Unit Construction Co 

The two portions of the estate straddle the river 
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Alt and are linked together by a central nucleus 
comprising shops with a public hall attached, a 
library, health centre, community centre and public- 
house. The building of the shops and hall is com- 
pleted and work is to commence shortly on a child 
welfare clinic. Three further blocks of shops are 
sited, two being in the first portion and the third in 
the other wing of the estate. 

Sites have been reserved for a total of five public- 
houses and for three churches. The physical health 


of the community is maintained by three doctors who 
have been provided with house and surgery accom- 
modation in consultation with the N.H.S. Executive 
Committee. 

Educational requirements are satisfied by the pro- 
vision of two county primary schools, one now com- 
pleted and the other still under construction, and 
by a secondary modern school and St. Swithins R.C. 
school. In addition, sites have been allocated for five 
nursery schools 
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4 person, 3-bedroom 


type 


CROXTETH ESTATE 


CITY ARCHITECT AND DIRECTOR OF HOUSING, 
LIVERPOOL: RONALD BRADBURY 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
UNIT CONSTRUCTION CO. L7D 
R. J. BARTON & SONS LTD 
“ Airflow "’ Vents: 
Williams & Watson Ltd. 
Asphalte Roofing 
Wm. Briggs & Sons Ltd. 
Asphalte: 
The General Asphalte Co. Led. 
The Regusa Asphalte Paving Co. Ltd. 
The Penmaenmawr & rinidad Lake 
Asphaite Co. Ltd. 
Vulcanite Ltd. 
Curtains to Hall 
Dix Bros. Ltd. 
Domelights : 
Mellowes & Co. Ltd. 
Electrical installation: 
The Engineering Service Installations Ltd. 
Winstanley & Barnett Led. 
Fascia Lettering: 
H. J. Walsh. 
Glazing: 
Compton Bros. (Glass Works) 1936 Ltd. 
N. Greenberg (Glass Merchants) Led. 
Hargreaves & Lewis Ltd. 
Ironwork : 
E. Wilson & Co. (Collingwood) Ltd. 
Painting : 
D. J. Dennehy. 
Pavior: 
F. Bibby. 
Plastering: 
* G. B. Hill. 
Pollock Bros. (London) Led. 
W. Az Telling Ltd. 
Plumbing : 
Shaw & Evans Led. 
Roller Shutters: 
G. Brady & Co. Ltd. 


ore 
C. Fildes & Co. Ltd. 
The Manchester Slate Co. Ltd. 
R. J. & T. Wormell Led. 
Sculptural Work: 
H, Tyson Smith, M.A., F.R.B.S. 


plans 


Shop Fittings: 
Bangham & Fleming Ltd. 
Stee! Gotes: 


The Acme Metal Works (1921!) Led. 


Steel Trusses 

S. & C. Walmsley Ltd. 
Stone Fixing 

Henry A. Clegg & Sons. 
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I-bedroom type plans 


Terrazzo Flooring 

The Magnesite Terrazzo & Mosaic Co. 
Tile Flooring: 

The Marley Tile Co. Ltd. 
Ventilation: 

Young Austen & Young Ltd. 
Wood Block Flooring: 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 26 May 1955 


detail 


plan 














Lu 


Chip 


Above: Incidental open space, Trispen Walk (View B82) 


Below: Typical road of terrace houses with open front gardens (View 85) 





Below: Aged persons’ flats in Trispen Road (View B63) 
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Typical terrace houses 
Mullion Walk 
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From south-east 


SPECIAL SCHOOLS, WYRLEY BIRCH, BIRMINGHAM 
a =. CME EARSO 6 FIDLER, MA. BiArch., FR.1.BiAc. AMT PM. 


City Architect 
SHERIDAN-SHEDDEN, Dip.Arch., A.R.1.B.A., 


Deputy City Architect 


| Sass schools are for deaf, physically handicapped 
and partially sighted children, and the first two 
were started under the 1953-54 programme and are due 
for completion early next year. The school for partially 
sighted children is in the 1955-56 programme. This 
is the first project of its type to be undertaken in Bir- 
mingham, and one of the first in the country. 
The Site 

The site, at Witton, near the northern boundary of the 
City, is on back land, accessible only by a single road 
from the north. It is irregular in shape and has an area 
of 7.5 acres within which the ground falls very gently 
from north-west to south-east. 

Accommodation in the 1953-54 programme had to be 
provided for two categories of children, some deaf and 
others physically handicapped. 

Since the planning requirements for each group are 
entirely different, they are housed in separate buildings, 
linked to a central block containing shared facilities. 
Planning 


As will be seen from the layout plan these three 
LAYOUT PLAN 
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buildings run across the widest part of the site from 
west to east and their main entrances are provided 
in the link blocks. 

As the deaf children are able to climb stairs and, for 
economy, their school is planned on two storeys facing 
south-east. 

The remainder of this block and all other school 
buildings, which are used by the physically handicapped 
children, are in single storey construction and corridor 
circulation here has been reduced to a minimum. 

In the Physically Handicapped School there is cross- 
access by way of the central assembly hall and an 
enclosed play court. Ramps have been substituted for 
steps and handrails provided in circulation areas to help 
pupils to walk. 

The court is equipped with a large chequer-board 
feature for the entertainment of children confined to 
wheel chairs. 

In the shared central block, spaces for communal use 
have been substituted for corridors. 

The planning of both blocks will 
extremely compact 


to be 
handicapped 


be seen 
and the physically 
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children should be able to move about with a minimum 
of unnecessary effort. 
Construction 

All three school buildings will be in load-bearing 
brick cross-wall construction with non-structural timber- 
framed external wall panels. These are either covered 
with vertical-jointed oiled hardwood cladding or take the 
form of timber-framed glazed curtain walling with 
plywood stall board panels picked out in bright colours. 

The use of both treatments may be seen in the eye level 
perspectives on page 628 which show the external 
appearance of the school buildings from various view- 
points. 

All three blocks have flat or shallow monopitch roofs 
made up of a continuous series of prestressed concrete 
beams, screeded and finished with mineral surfaced 
roofing felt. 

Bulkhead clerestories are provided where necessary to 
light areas enclosed by building. These may be seen in 
the aerial perspective view of the schools. Sub- 
floors are in concrete, covered generally with thermo- 
plastic tile but, in the Deaf School, all first-floor class- 
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Special Schools, Wyrley Birch 


rooms and circulation areas have rubber flooring in order 
to eliminate impact noise. 


Services and Equipment 

Low pressure hot water heating is supplied to radiators 
throughout the scheme from a boiler house at the north- 
west corner of the site, and there is mechanical ventila- 
tion to all soundproof rooms. 

Special equipment for the Deaf School is as follows:— 

A small soundproof audiometer testing room is 
provided where the degree of deafness of each individual 
pupil may be ascertained. 

In addition, there are two soundproof rooms to 
accommodate group hearing-aid apparatus. 

There is also a special storage unit for individual hear- 
ing-aid equipment in the corridor outside each classroom. North elevation 

The Assembly Hall has a fully sprung dance-type 
floor to enable pupils to pick out the beat of piano music 
with their feet, when carrying out rhythmic exercises in 
groups. Lip-reading is taught in some classrooms. 
Here the pupils watch through a glazed observation 
panel while, from the classroom store, the teacher speaks 
to them with a spotlight direct on the mouth. 

Other stores are equipped with visual aid apparatus. 
Visual fire alarms are also provided throughout the 
Deaf School block. 


It is hoped to illustrate the completed schools in a 
future issue. 





and assembly hall 

















School for the Partially Sighted 
The school for partially sighted children has not been 
eeiage West elevation showing 
developed beyond the sketch plan stage but will follow in 
: : : central block 
construction and general appearance the design of the 
schools now being built. 


perspective 
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The Local 


EFORE a private practice can 

become a reality you must have 
a client. He is therefore the most 
important factor in your career. Your 
success depends on obtaining commis- 
sions from private individuals, public 
bodies or local authorities. 

In recent years private offices have 
had to look more and more to public 
bodies and local authorities for com- 
missions, owing to the restrictions on 
private buildings and the high costs of 
development. 

How are commissions from local 
authorities obtained? This is a difficult 
question to answer. It has been said 
that, like kissing, it goes by favour, but 
I would say that in the majority of 
authorities this is not the case to-day. 
In some towns it is the practice of the 
authority to distribute the work 
amongst the architects of the town, 
presumably on the principle that, as 
ratepayers, they are entitled to a share 
in the Council’s expenditure. This 
leads to competition among the archi- 
tects and I feel to improvements in 
the architecture of the area. 

Some authorities choose their archi- 
tect because they have seen examples 
of his work or because he is a specialist 
in the particular type of commission 
they wish to have executed. 

To a young architect who has been 
fortunate enough to obtain a commis- 
sion from a local authority, their 
method of doing business may seem 
strange and bordering on _ the 
Gilbertian. Local authorities, like 
private clients, are anxious for the 
speedy execution of their particular 
project and may give the architect a 
time limit in which to prepare his 
designs. If at all possible try to submit 
your plans by the date specified. In 
your letter forwarding the plans I 
would be tempted to state: “As 
requested by your Housing (or Educa- 
tion) Committee, the plans for the pro- 
posed scheme at Brook Lane, required 
to be delivered by such and such a 
date, are enclosed herewith.” It shows 
you have kept your side of the bargain 
and you may find it advantageous to 
refer to this letter and date on some 
future occasion. 

Having delivered your scheme for 
the approval of the authority, do not 
get worried if the approval to com- 
mence on the working drawings does 
not arrive for some months. An 
authority is not like a private client, 
as there is no one individual who can 
approve your plans and give you per- 
mission to proceed. If, for example, 
you are commissioned to prepare a 
housing scheme, your plans will have 


Authorities 


to be approved by the Housing Com- 
mittee, your costs may have to obtain 
the approval of the Finance Committee 
and finally the minutes approving the 
action of these committees must come 
before the full Council. 

In addition, the Council must obtain 
approval to the plans and borrowing 
consent from the Government Depart- 
ment concerned. All this takes time 
and you are left wondering how the 
authority could make a point of stress- 
ing the urgency of the work and take 
such a time over what to you must 
appear a simple matter of saying 
whether or not they approve of your 
plans. 

A local authority, unlike a private 
client, is spending ratepayers’ money 
and therefore it is not allowed to 
depart from the strict rules laid down 
for the conducting of its business. 

It is amazing, to those unaccustomed 
to local authority procedure, how long 
plans can be delayed by being remitted 
back by a higher committee to the 
promoting committee, for further con- 
sideration of a point which, to the 
architect, appears trivial and which 
could have been settled round a table 
in five minutes. Do not despair if this 
happens, it is democracy at work. 


The Matter of Fees 


A young solicitor friend, when taking 
his oral examination, was asked what 
was his first consideration when he 
received a commission from a client. 
His answer was “Fees.” Needless to 
say, he obtained his solicitor’s ticket or 
whatever they receive! 

When you receive a commission 
from a local authority I would em- 
phasize that you get the question of 
fees settled from the beginning. Do 
not let modesty prevent you from 
coming to a clear understanding on 
the fee question. If you let it wait 
until later, for fear of losing the job, 
you may very well pay dearly by having 
to take a cut fee. 

Do not forget that local authorities 
are made up of laymen and they have 
great difficulty in appreciating the work 
an architect puts into any scheme. 
They therefore look upon his fees as 
pure robbery. “It’s only a plan after 
all; let the Borough Surveyor do it or 
one of his juniors who wants a little 
extra pocket money,” is all too often 
the cry. 

After settling the fee question my 
advice to any young architect with his 
first local authority commission would 

¢ to try to be one move ahead all 
the time. Make a point of ascertaining 
all the steps that have to be carried 
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out, and in what order, so that you 
know and have not to wait to be told, 
because you might wait for a very long 
time. 

How to learn the steps is difficult to 
explain, as most architects learn them 
by bitter experience, but I will take 
the simple case of a small housing 
scheme. You receive a letter stating 
that you have been appointed architect 
for twenty houses on such and such a 
site. It is difficult to generalize as the 
actions of local authorities differ. 


If the site is part of a larger area the 
authority will want to know how much 
land it will require to purchase, and 
you will be expected to provide the 
answer. You cannot with any 
accuracy supply this information until 
you have at least prepared a sketch 
layout. This you may not be able to 
prepare until you have taken levels 
Here may lie one of your pitfalls. Do 
not go and commence to take levels 
without first obtaining the consent of 
the owner and/or tenant of the 
ground. If you ignore this step which, 
after all, is only courtesy, you may find 
yourself ordered off the land and a very 
strong letter sent by the owner to the 
Council regarding your high-handed 
methods. This will register a black 
mark against you as there is usually 
some member of the Council who will 
take up the cudgels on behalf of the 
farmer, in the hopes that the houses 
will be transferred to his own area. Do 
not forget, houses mean votes. 


It is advisable, therefore, to get the 
clerk to the authority to obtain permis- 
sion for you to carry out the survey; 
or, if he suggests that you obtain the 
permission, for you to write a reason- 
able time before you intend to carry it 
out. I prefer the clerk to write the 
letter, for the simple reason if permis- 
sion is not granted you are not to 
blame, and it also gives a hint to the 
authority that if the owner is reluctant 
to agree to this preliminary step he is 
going to be far more difficult when it 
comes to the question of selling the 
land, and they may therefore have to 
resort to compulsory purchase to 
obtain it. 


Before you can commence prepar- 
ing the plans you will require to know 
the number of apartments cach house 
has to contain. If this information is 
not supplied when you receive the 
commission, write and ask for the data. 
I would advise you not to include it as 
a paragraph in the same letter in which 
you ask for permission to survey, for 
the simple reason that this information 
regarding accommodation may have to 
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be supplied by the Health & Welfare 
Committee and your letter may be for- 
warded to the committee clerk dealing 
with matters appertaining to that com- 
mittee. In this way your point about 
the survey may be overlooked. This 
can easily happen. 

I would advise you to consult at an 
early date—even before you have put 
pencil to paper, the road surveyor 
regarding access, sight lines and build- 
ing lines; the engineer or sanitary in- 
spector regarding water supply and 
drainage; and the other public authori- 
ties regarding electricity or gas. Dis- 
cuss your proposal with the planning 
officer, as the developing authority 
may not be the same as the planning 
authority. 

These suggestions may sound ele- 
mentary but it is far better to pave the 
way than have your plans returned, 
when they are in final form, by one of 
the committees of the Council because 
they do not conform to the wishes of 
the official of that committee. It is far 
better, from your point of view, if the 
official can inform the committee that 
he has discussed the plans with you 
previously and recommends them for 
approval, than for him to inform the 
committee that if Mr. So-and-So had 
only consulted him previously the 
points which he wishes amended could 
have been overcome and that he would 
like the plans returned to the archi- 
tect. More delay—unnecessary delay. 

At an early date you should consult 
the clerk to the authority on the ques- 
tion of borrowing consent. This has 
to be obtained, through the appropriate 
Ministry, from the Treasury. You may 
be able to obtain consent on an esti- 
mated figure which has to be followed 
up at a later date by the tender prices. 
The clerk should obtain this consent. 

If you have to wait until you have 
obtained your tender prices before ask- 
ing for approval you will be anxious to 
see the contractors on the ground, but 
resist this temptation until consent has 
been forthcoming in writing. The 
clerk may inform you that the obtain- 
ing of this consent is only a formality 
and that you will be quite in order in 
starting. I would be very wary of this 
unless you have it in writing. A tele- 
phone call is not sufficient as it can be 
repudiated unless you confirm the call 
stating that on the clerk’s instructions 
you are commencing; and even then I 
would think twice. 

Regarding the question of having 
your plans officially approved, these 
will in most cases have to be approved 
by the Ministry concerned, the local 
byelaw authority and the planning 
authority. In the case of the Ministry, 
it is advantageous to discuss the plans 
when in sketch form. An official at 
the Ministry may make certain sugges- 
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tions which it is far easier to incorpor- 
ate at this stage than when they are 
submitted officially by the Council. It 
also cuts out delay later. Regarding 
the byelaws and town planning, as I 
have already mentioned, consult the 
officials previous to commencing your 
drawings and, if you feel it advisable, 
when you have completed your sketch 
plans. 

Councils differ on the question of 
who should obtain official approval 
from the byelaw and planning authori- 
ties. In some cases they leave it to the 
architect and in others the clerk 
makes the application after you have 
supplied the necessary plans and the 
forms, duly completed except for 
signature. Find out which method is 
more acceptable to the authority and 
see that the step is undertaken. Take 
the initiative, do not wait for the 
authority. 


Meeting a Committee 

Tenders may have to be delivered 
to your office or the clerk’s office by a 
certain date. If it is your office, do not, 
in your eagerness to see how near you 
were with your preliminary estimate, 
open them as they arrive. Wait until 
the time stated for receipt and take 
them along to the Clerk of the Coun- 
cil and have him or a member of the 
authority witness the opening and 
initial the tenders. 

When you have at last been able to 
commence building you may be asked 
to attend, on occasions, the meetings of 
the committee for which you ere work- 
ing or, alternatively, to issue for the 
members of the committee a progress 
report 

If you appear before the committee 
I would suggest your answers to ques- 
tions should be short and to the point, 
and avoid, if at all possible, technicali- 
ties. Do not forget you are dealing 
with laymen. Do not make rash 
promises—as, for example, to a com- 
pletion date. These are not forgotten. 

If you have to prepare a progress 
report you may wish to itemize what 
has been achieved on the site and give 
any valid reasons for delay or you may 
wish to express the work completed as 
a percentage. In this latter connec- 
tion you would be well advised to stick 
to whole figures—a point can lead to 
difficulties. In a medical officer’s 
report it was stated that 12.9 deaths per 
1,000 had taken place during the pre- 
vious year. A member of the com- 
mittee asked for an explanation of the 
0.9. The chairman replied that 12 
had died and 9 were on the point of 
dying. You see what I mean: Keep to 
simple statements 

Before you deviate from the plans 
when the work is under construction, if 
the alteration is going to mean an extra 
cost, I would advise you to obtain the 


approval of the clerk or the committee, 
in writing. It may save you embar- 
rassment at a later date. If at all pos- 
sible, however, try not to increase the 
cost. Committees have a habit of 
looking upon this as inefficiency on 
your part for not anticipating the point 
beforehand. 

If a request you have made is refused 
by the authority, do not lose heart. 
You may have difficulty in understand- 
ing why your request was not granted 
but the committee are exercising their 
duty to the ratepayers according to 
their lights. Carry out their wishes. 
You have brought the matter to their 
notice and have therefore in your pro- 
fessional capacity advised them as to 
the best course of action. If they do 
not accept your advice you are 
absolved. 

At last your building will be nearing 
completion and the question of open- 
ing it will have to be considered. In my 
example of twenty houses this, I do not 
suppose, will be necessary, the only 
persons interested being the housing 
factor and the local member. In the 
case of a school, a ceremony will no 
doubt take place. I would advise you 
not to make a presentation of a gold 
watch or any similar gift to the per- 
former of this ceremony. There have 
been many cases of criticism regarding 
this, on the grounds that there must be 
a wide margin of profit if gifts can be 
dispensed. I would also suggest that 
entertaining be cut out as this is like 
wise liable to be misinterpreted. I 
have known architects lose commissions 
on these two actions. I fully appre- 
ciate that your actions in regard to these 
points may depend on the area in which 
you are practising, but if in doubt— 
don’t. 

M. E. TAYLOR, A.R.1.B.A. 


155 Seots Councils Adopt 
Building Byelaws 


More than two-thirds of Scottish 
local authorities (155 authorities out of 
231) have now decided to adopt the 
new model building byelaws which 
were issued by the Department of 
Health for Scotland last year. 

The builders who operate in these 
areas will no longer have to struggle 
with a variety of differing local specifi- 
cations and requirements, but will have 
a uniform standard to work to wherever 
they go in the area. This is an import- 
ant advance which will help builders 
to reduce costs and speed up building 
time. 

The Department of Health believe 
that the present byelaws will gain still 
more general acceptance. Progress is 
being made, and it is hoped that most 
of the remaining authorities will decide 
to adopt the new byelaws before long. 
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BLOCK PLAN 


Factory for 
ELECTRONIC 
INSTRUMENTS lLtd., 


Richmond, 


Surrey 


architect: KENNETH ANNS, “.C 


consultant architect to 


consulting engineers: ANDREWS 


HIS new laboratory-type factory, situated in Lower 
Mortlake Road, cost approximately £56,000. 
built in the short time of 35 weeks. 

That this was achieved is due to the policy of C.A.S. 
Industrial Developments), Ltd., that there should be a 
complete integration of both professional and contracting 
sides all on an equal footing as members of a team. 

The total floor area of the building is 16,000 sq ft. It 
consists of a multi-storey laboratory-type factory block 
on six floors, 75ft long, 30ft broad and 60ft high, with a 
two-storey office block 25ft long, 20ft broad and 20ft 
high. The total site area is 8,750 sq ft and the ratio of 
site to building 2:1. Considerable foundation work was 


It was 


ee? Pee 


KENT 


» 8 
M.B.E 


and STONE 


entailed by a large wartime air-raid shelter and some old 
wells found on the site 
Internal Layout 

The main block contains a series of open floors, intern 
ally divided only where required for laboratories, control 
offices and the canteen, with staircases at either end of 
the building 

The two-storey block forms the administration section 
of the factory and the single-storey block the stores 
section. 

The plan is completely simple and dictated by the size 
of the site, which is very restricted, and by angles of 
light affecting adjoining buildings 


Conunued on poge 63 
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Electronic Instrume 























TYPICAL UPPER FLOOR 





























CROSS SECTION THROUGH 
STORES WING AND 
BOILER HOUSE 


FIRST FLOOR 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
AND SITE LAYOUT 


The steel frame, right, shown with 

the no-fines backing to the first floor 

tiling in position. The horizontal 

cladding rails on which the precast 

concrete slabs are hung are easily 
seen 
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Lted., Richmond, Surrey Construction 
The main cladding to the steel frame is of exposed 


aggregate precast concrete slabs with Derbyshire Spar or 
Criggion granite on the face. These slabs are backed 
with no-fines concrete which is placed between the slabs 
and an inner face of breeze block. Faience tiles are 
placed on no-fines concrete with the same breeze interior 
surface. Brickwork is llin cavity work 

Structural floors are in reinforced concrete, designed 
for a loading of 100 Ib/sq ft. The finishes are, on the 
factory floors, Semtex Fleximer jointless flooring, wood 
block in the administration block, and granolithic on the 














staircases. 








Partitions are made in breeze block and all internal wall 
and ceiling surfaces are plastered. 








Continued on page 635 





CENERAL = reconstructed stone coping 
OFfice 


4ibs leat 


pre cest concrete sied 




















4° no tmes remtorced concrete 


" breeze block 








W4 esphelte on 





hollow tile roof 


LONGITUDINAL SECTION 


OxuPzl2ids rs 





vermiculite pleste 
TYPICAL SECTION THRU PARAPET 
EAST & WEST ELEVATION‘ 
purpose meade endow 
pressed mete! + 
4’x! softwood window board 
Tal a4 ange 
mer ies! of ext we 
2 vermiculite pleste 


ne of concrete cosme te 
stenchvon 


Ta 3/4 softwood shirting 


semen fiexwmer «4 screed 


Pads one 
precast concrete deb 344) 2 
eth exposed Gerdyshure spe 


aK agate 


S remtorceé 0 fees 


\/ 


breeze blocks 


% ‘ 
wr 


econstruct ed stone top 
member of surround to 
fevence 


avy 


toence 


od 


7 « 


se we 


CLADDING DETAIL 


Scate 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 26 May 1955 


factory for 


Electronic Instruments Ltd. 


3/4" e004 block tioor on dotted time médicates cranked 


3/4” \qhiweight screed c sied starrcaese from 


to fifth floors 


delusirede 
2° oe de handéred 
ntilling of 5/B° die rod 


The entrance hall contains the main stair- 
case and an enquiry office. The stairs 
are of lattice construction up to first 
floor level, reinforced concrete after 
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The new 











noder store of 


David Greig of Car terbur y lit men 
Philips internal reflector lamps. in- 


Stal iation 


planned in collaboration 


with the Architects, Messrs. Robin 


Paine & Portr 


ers, Canterbury 


MAny of the more imaginative lighting schemes 
of recent years have been the result of close co- 
operation between architects, electrical con- 
tractorsand the Philips Lighting Design Service. 

The advice and assistance provided by this 
Philips Service is entirely free, and the 
experienced lighting engineers in each Philips 


‘~| PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD. 


(GER 7777) 


PLASHSBULSS 


Lighting Div., pai House, Shaftesbury Ave., London, WC2 


BLENDED AND NSCHARGE LAMPS 





for ways 


and means 
{0 
imaginative 
lighting 


it costs 
you 


branch area can call on the accumulated 
knowledge of the Century House staff, which 
includes a fully qualified architect who has 
made a special study of lighting in its relation 
to architecture and colour. 

Philips will be happy to design for you 
there is no charge. 


ERS PROTORLUK 


—TALK TO PHILIPS: 


2% 
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This window is cutting heat losses in half 


<< The large area of window needed in a shop produces its 

own problems, particularly that of temperature control. One 

solution is double glazing. By using double glazing, heat losses can be 

halved, and even during the coldest weather condensation is restricted. Where 

extremely severe conditions occur, multiple glazing with its greater advantages 

can be installed, but whichever is used, the saving over the years in comfort and 

on fuel costs makes the original outlay a rewarding capital investment. In shops, 

factories, offices or homes, where heat conservation is desirable, two glasses are 
always better than one... especially if they are working together. 


For wide windows and warmth... 


DOUBLE-GLAZING 


fa. = oe YS me UN sn. Ul sA a @ : . Gam? €& 0 


For further information on the use of glass in building, consult the Technical Sales and Service Department, St. Helens, Lancs 
(Telephone: St. Helens 4001), or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, St. James's, London, S.W.1, (Telephone: Whitehall 5672-4) 
Supplies are available through the usual trade channels. OG!IS 
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for 


Electronic 


factory 


Services 


Water heating, by oil-fired sectional boilers, is divided 
into two circuits. One for the central heating systems 
which has radiators on the down-feed return sub-mains, 
the other is coupled to indirect cylinders in the hot-water 
supply tanks on the roof. 

The electrical layout contains a comprehensive system 
of lighting and power circuits with provision for intercom., 
telephone and flood-lighting requirements. The fire- 
detection equipment is the “ Minerva” systems, a product 
of Electronic Instruments Ltd. Gas is supplied to the 
research laboratories and the kitchens, the layout of which 
was designed by Intel. There is an eight-person fully 
automatic passenger-operated lift serving all floors. 


External Finishes 


The main block has brick to ground floor, faience to 
cill of second floor and Derbyshire spar aggregate slabs 
above. End walls are in Criggion green granite. The 
two-wing sections are in brick, whilst the end wall of the 
two-storey wing is in Derbyshire spar 

All frames, cills, dressing and copings are in recon- 
structed stone. Unbonded brick has been used to give a 
All win- 
dows are metal and colour has been used to effect a pat- 
Cills are in pressed metal and finished a Post Office 
All glazing is internally fixed. 


vertical pattern effect to the two-storey wing. 


tern 
red 


Roofs are asphalt 
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THE BRITISH 


HEN the party of 60 members 

of the Federation of Master 
Builders recently toured a number of 
Rhineland towns, including Bonn, 
Cologne and Dusseldorf, their chief 
concern was to investigate building 
methods and practice. The following 
report summarizes their conclusions. 

Some idea of the present pace of 
building production in Western Ger- 
many may be gained from the fact that 
in 1954, with a labour force of 
14 million operatives, 530,000 dwell- 
ings were erected. But the standards 
of building construction are consider- 
ably lower than in this country. 

The explanation of this terrific 
labour output may be the result of: 
(a) ample labour force with a constant 
float of unemployed operatives avail- 
able; (b) willingness to work practic- 
ally unlimited overtime without any 
official restrictions; (c) the universal 
use of lightweight concrete blocks; (d) 
a lower standard of finish in contrast 
with British custom. 

In the district of Neuwied can be 
found the pumice deposit, near to 
the surface and easily excavated, which 
plays an important part in Western 
Germany’s building constructional 
work. Billions of tons of this light- 
weight aggregate are mined annually. 
In Neuwied alone there are 1,040 pre- 
cast concrete firms manufacturing 
lightweight concrete blocks with the 
pumice aggregate. Using high-speed 
paddle-type mixers, multiple block 
making machines, rope conveyors, 
and special block-lifting equipment, 
the output of lightweight blocks 
is set to keep pace with increasing 
demand. 

Transported to all parts of Germany 
by road, rail and sea, these blocks have 
apparently killed the brickmaking 
industry. With a weight of approxi- 
mately 48-50 Ib per cubic foot, the 
blocks are easy to transport and, with 
the hollow blocks used for external 
walls measuring 19}in by 7in by 
12in thick, one block takes the place 
of about 15 bricks. This provides a 
partial explanation of the high rate of 
output of the German building 
operative. 

Despite the fact that each external 
wall block weighs approximately 50 Ib, 
there is no objection by the German 
bricklayer to this somewhat unwieldy 
building unit. Aided in erection by 
the use of high-level site cranes, and 
using an extremely fatty and highly 
workable mortar, the laying rate is so 
fast that buildings under construction 
seem to leap up overnight. 

With the growing use of air entrain- 
ing agents for mortar (plasticizers), it 
is estimated that 90 per cent of the 
bricklaying mortar used in Western 
Germany has its workability improved 
by the incorporation of an air entrain- 
ing agent. 

With the general use of blocks in 
construction, the opportunity is given 
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for a variety of external facing 
materials. In the main, buildings are 
completed with an external rendering. 
With textured finishes in both pastel 
and strong colours, monotony is 
avoided. 

An interesting feature is the non- 
appearance of efflorescence in the 
external coloured renderings. Even 
strong green and red-coloured render- 
ings were completely free of efflores- 
cent stains. That the renderings have 
an extremely low cement content is a 
partial explanation, but this does not 
fully answer the question of how the 
German plasterer prevents salt stains 
in his external rendering work. This 
suggests that our own Building Re- 
search Station would do well to investi- 
gate how the Germans have solved 
this problem. 

With the lightweight blocks having 
such good thermal properties, there is 
a reduction in fuel or power required 
for heating of some 30 per cent per 
annum, and, in flat construction, the 
good soundproofing value of the blocks 
is a further advantage. 

Using a porous plaster finish intern- 
ally eliminates condensation problems 
and, with the blocks having a low 
water content at the time of erection, 
buildings dry out very quickly with 
litle or no damage to decorative 
coatings. 

Although large quantities of the 
pummice aggregate are transported to 
areas some considerable distance from 
the source of supply, the introduction 
of a heavy transport tax has forced 
many firms to devise methods of mak- 
ing blocks and bricks from locally 
produced materials. The new trans- 
port tax is hitting German manufac- 
turers very hard. With all goods 
transported a distance of over 50 kilo- 
metres being heavily taxed, the price 
of all commodities has taken a steep 
rise. 

To avoid this, two large plants, 
costing over a million pounds, have 
been erected to manufacture light- 
weight blocks to the Ytong Swedish 
specification. Composed of finely pul- 
verized sand and cement, and treated 
with aluminium powder and other 
chemicals, a gas is formed which, in 
creating voids, results in the produc- 
tion of a concrete block having a 
weight of approximately 44 Ib per 
cubic foot. To reduce shrinkage to 
the minimum, the blocks are steam 
cured in an autoclave plant. 

Another development is the manu- 
facture of sand/lime bricks and light- 
weight sand/lime blocks, which are 
also autoclaved. 

Generally, it may be said that there 
is a trend to move away from tradi- 
tional type building with clay bricks— 
the almost general use of insulating 
lightweight concrete blocks and bricks 
giving advantages not obtained in 
traditional type structures. 


Many large buildings are being 
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GERMANY 


erected with an inner lining of light- 
weight blocks and an outer cladding 
of in situ placed concrete, left with a 
remarkably smooth and even surface. 
To obtain this extremely even tex- 
tured and pocket-free face, 2‘r entrain- 
ing agents are used to improve 
plasticity and flowability. Using a low 
water content, high strength is ob- 
tained with placing being eased by the 
plasticizing action of the air entraining 
agent. Using metal-faced shuttering, 
the condition of the concrete surface is 
so good that little rubbing down is re- 
quired. With the elimination of special 
facing materials, erection cost is low 
and erection speed is high. 

During the tour other features of 
German building methods which inter- 
ested delegates of the Federation of 
Master Builders included the fol- 
lowing : — 

The extensive use of concrete mixers 
on building sites, with batchweighing 
equipment attached, and also small 
cement silos for bulk-delivered cement. 

An interesting innovation is the 
introduction of a small portable con- 
crete pumping plant that operates in 
combination with any type of concrete 
mixer. Used on even comparatively 
small jobs, the speed of placing is 
accelerated, and it is claimed that cost 
is greatly reduced. 

After 10 years of clearing up, repair- 
ing, rebuilding, and redeveloping, the 
West Germans have now reached the 
stage where housing is so well under 
way that they can turn their attention 
and money to the provision of Town 
Halls, Museums, Art Galleries, Opera 
Houses, etc. Many of the models ind 
plans of these were on view, and : »me 
were seen in the early stages of con- 
struction. 

Fairly widespread unemployment is 
probably one of the reasons for the 
large-scale construction of public 
buildings which are very costly, the 
finance being partly raised by Muni- 
cipal lotteries and American and other 
financial aid. 

Often, on the larger projects, a num- 
ber of General Contractors are em- 
ployed, specialist contractors are 
under direct contract, and it is the 
responsibility of the architect to 
ensure continuity of programme. 

An interesting demonstration of the 
urgent need for accommodation and 
the way this is being met was seen 
on one housing site where over two 
hundred dwellings were being erected. 
After only six weeks, work was well 
advanced and completion was 
scheduled, largely due to dry construc- 
tion, in a total of three months. In 
many cases, occupation of premises is 
taken as soon as the shell and internal 
finishes are completed, and external 
cladding and finishes being done after 
occupation. 

The Federation of Master Builders 
is anticipating a similar visit to Holland 
next year. 





[ ADVERTISEMENT. } 
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Elegant new convector panel 
for the high output MARVEC fire 








The Marvec heats up to 2,500 cu.ft. by radia- 
tion and convection and —if it is needed — 
will heat the water too. 
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The NEW CONVECTOR PANEL is far and away more pleasing 
to look at than the usual hot air grilles. From the illustration 
(left) you will see that the new panel is an extremely neat 
frame which does away with the necessity for grilles: its 
removal allows access to the flue adaptor, flow and return 
pipes, and convection chamber. 

The panel, for use with boiler or non-boiler models of the 
Marvec, is fitted after the tile surround is in position, thus 
making installation exceptionally easy. 

If the air for the convection chamber is required to be taken 
from the room in which the fire is fixed, a cut-out is provided 
in the return of the jambs of the panel. 


SPACE HEATING CAPACITY 


Using the convector panel to introduce convected air to the same 
room, 2,250 cu.ft. can be heated (or 2,500 cu.ft. with the non- 
boiler model). If convected air is used for warming other rooms, 
full heating up to 1,750 cu.ft. is provided, and background warmth 
for other rooms up to a total of 2,000 cu.ft. 

Note : These figures apply to rooms of normal construction. 


BOILER OUTPUT 


Provided the system is compact the boiler can heat a towel rail in 
addition to supplying domestic hot water, or alternatively 45 sq.ft 
ot radiation surface (including unlagged piping) can be heated. 


The fuel saving RESTRICTABLE THROAT 


. a curved plate in the flue outlet, adjustable so that chimney 
throat can be wide or narrow, effectively controls room ventila- 
tion, saving heat and climinating draughts. 





For further details of the Marvec Fire 
write to the Housing Division of :— 





ALLIED IRONFOUNDERS LTD 
Makers of cookers, boilers and fires ér) 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 26 May 1955 


A into Ll wont a 


.-.80 be generous when specifying the 
number of Socket Outlets for each room. 


7. Windsor range of Ediswan 
Wiring Accessories includes all 


types of 13 amp. Socket Outlets, Switch 
Socket Outlets and rectangular pin fused 
Plugs required for normal installations — 
quality Accessories at competitive prices. 
Remember also that Ediswan manufac- 
ture a Plug which can be re-fused in 


15 seconds. 


EDISWAN 


ELECTRIC WIRING ACCESSORIES 


THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC CO. LIMITED 
155 Charing Cross Rd., London, W.C.2 and Branches 


Telephone: GERrard 8660 


an Member of the A.E1. Group of Companies. 
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Insufficient socket outlets wrongly placed. Note 


the long trailing flexibles running dangerously 
across doorways and “ traffic ways” 
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Correct arrangement of socket outlets. Long 
flexibles and inconvenient adaptors are avoided. 











CORRESPONDENCE 


Associations — 
Allied Societies—What Next ? 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—As an Architect who lived 
through the many years of discussion 
and argument leading up to the intro- 
duction of Registration, and has 
thereafter served as a member of the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, it is with growing 
alarm and despondency that I learn 
of the present unrest within the Archi- 
tectural profession, and I feel sure that 
my many colleagues, who have 
similarly worked to maintain high 
standards and principles in Architec- 
tural practice, view with equal concern 
this destructive element originating, 
not from without, but from within the 
profession itself. 

I cannot be opposed in principle to 
the right of individuals to band together 
in order to discuss matters of common 
interest, or to introduce such machinery 
and to form such bodies as they con- 
sider necessary to represent their in- 
terests; I am opposed, however, to any 
monopoly or dictatorship within the 
profession, as I feel that this would lead 
to the ultimate and complete destruc- 
tion of the Architect as we have known 
him over many years. 

In keeping with the basic principles 
of democracy by which our national 
heritage has been maintained through- 
out the centuries it is essential that 
there should be within bodies repre- 
senting the profession a “healthy 
ypposition.” Suggestions, however, for 
forming yet further societies within the 
profession are another matter, for it 
is my considered opinion, and that of 
a number of my colleagues, that we 
have already reached saturation point 
as far as the number of professional 
organizations representing the interests 
of Architects is concerned. The set- 
ting up of yet further satellites can 
only have one outcome—and that is 
the disintegration of the profession. 

I do not maintain that the existing 
representative bodies are blameless, as 
I feel that they have in themselves 
created individual pockets and 
loyalties. In spite of the varying 
interests represented on the Architects’ 
Registration Council, the professional 
organizations have failed to get 
together and find a solution to the 
many problems which have arisen in 
the last 10 years, which unresolved 
problems have created the present un- 
rest and discontent within all sections 
of the profession. 

Surely it should be possible for the 
existing organizations represented on 
the Architects’ Registration Council— 
namely the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the Incorporated Associa- 
tion of Architects and Surveyors, and 

he Faculty of Architects, with the 
addition of the Institute of Registered 
Architects (which in the main repre- 


Institutes — 


sents the interests of a large propor- 
tion of the 


“unattached” Architects 
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to get together, sink their differences, 
forget the personalities of the past, 
and possibly under the Chairmanship 
of the President of the Royal Institute, 
as the senior Architectural body, to 
hold joint discussions with the one 
purpose of furthering the interests of 
Architecture and of those engaged in 
its practice? 

I feel that it is not too late for this 
courageous step to be taken. Having 
met representatives of these profes- 
sional organizations within the struc- 
ture of the Architects’ Registration 
Council and seen the way in which 
they can work amicably together in a 
common cause, I feel sure that we have 
in this suggested joint conference the 
olution to all the problems which face 
the Architect of to-day. 

Let us not further divide our ranks, 
but let us with good will try to come 
together and work together in resolv- 
ing those crucial problems which afflict 
Architecture and its practitioners 
to-day, irrespective of the professional 
body to which any individual Archi- 
tect belongs. 

I am, etc., 


ARTHUR P. LAMBERT. 
TIMBER SUPPLY 
NOTES 


HE timber market has entered a 

quiet stage, with little buying now 
being done for this year Importers 
have already assured themselves of 
enough softwood to arrive this year to 
meet the best estimates of demand 
Throughout the year stocks will be 
ample for all building purposes, so 
there need be no fears on this count 
Prices, however, will remain very much 
at current levels. Most merchants have 
now brought their selling prices into 
line with replacement values of the new 
softwood to arrive in the coming 
months, so there should be no more in- 
creases asked until it is known how the 
market will behave for 1956. Such in- 
formation will not be available until the 
early autumn. 

By June supplies of American and 
Canadian hardwoods will be arriving 
under the new freedom quota of 
£3,000,000 a year. Most of the licences 
have been used for the purchase of 
American white oak and Canadian 
birch and maple. Only limited interest 
has been shown in other species, such 
as red oak, or American ash. 

Prices for dollar hardwoods have 
been rising in the past few weeks be- 
cause of the high demand on the U.S 
market, and the prices which the im- 
porters have had to pay have been 
higher than any had expected. Even 
so, the new buying has had the effect of 
preventing any more increases in the 
value of Japanese oak 

These hardwoods have a consider- 
able interest for the architect, especially 
in flooring of high quality. Many of the 
new commercial premises, and the 
better class of house, will be markets 
for these timbers. They are also widely 
used for good decorative effects In 
this respect, it is interesting to note that 
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more etched Canadian Douglas fir ply- 
wood is coming on to the market be- 
cause of the demand from architects. 
Prices are on the high side when set 
against the value of the usual run of 
Finnish birch or Russian alder, but an 
unusual effect can be obtained in 
panelling which is appreciated by some 
firms for offices or restaurants. The 
new coffee house type of building is a 
good outlet for it. 

A sharp decline in sales to the furni- 
ture manufacturers may hit the ply- 
wood trade at a time of heavy imports 
ind increasing stocks, and price reduc- 
tions may have to be made, though 
there is no sign of such a movement at 
present 

Hardboard is plentiful. Insulation 
board, which has been in short supply in 
some districts, is also now in stock every- 
where. Prices have shown some weak- 
ness, and the wide variety of boards, 
plus the new plastic-surface boards 
and perforated hardboards coming on 
to the market, should maintain the keen 
competition within this industry. Home 
mills are now catching up with all the 
back orders which had accumulated in 
the days of shortage, so architects not 
only have a plentiful supply on offer 
but also an assurance that this is one 
material which will be marketed as 
cheaply as possible. 

Joinery qualities in the first ship- 
ments from Sweden and Finland sug- 
gest that improvements have been 
made in both bracking and seasoning. 
Complaints on both scores have been 
made to the shippers, and these have 
evidently been heeded. Architects and 
contractors will welcome such a 
change, especially if it is general, Case- 
hardening has been a fault in even good 
brands of joinery softwood in recent 
years 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. Arthur Ling, B.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.L, has now taken up his 
appointment as City Architect and 
Planning Officer with the Coventry 
Corporation at the following address 
Bull Yard, Off Warwick Row, 
Coventry. Tel.: Coventry 64064 


CHANGE oF 


The new address of the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches 
is now Fulham Palace, London, S.W.6 
Tel.: Renown 5163 


ADDRESS 


ADDENDUM 


In the article on Murphy Radio Fa 
tory Assembly shop in last weck’s issuc, 
the photographs on page 599 show the 
metal runways fixed to the higher ceil- 
ing of each bay. The runways are for 
carrying mobile cradles for the clean- 
ing of the clerestory lights and were 
supplied by P. C. Henderson, Ltd 


CORRECTION 
In the issue of May 12, 1955, on page 
578: for G. & A. Harvey & Co., Ltd., 
read G. A. Harvey & Co. (London), Ltd 


On page 581 of the same issue it should 
be noted that Messrs. Rownson, Drew & 
Clydesdale, Ltd., supply all items includ- 
ing pipes and gutters 
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LAW REPORTS 
Poplar Roots Under Bungalow 


R. Jack Lockhart Harry Tavener, 

a builder, of Chingford Mount 
Road, Chingford, Essex, was ordered to 
pay £275 damages by Mr. Justice Jones 
in the Queen’s Bench Division on May 
11 in an action arising out of a bunga- 
low he constructed at Gunners Grove, 
Chingford, in 1949-50. 

The plaintiff was Mrs. Minnie Joan 
Jennings, a widow, of Gunners Grove, 
Chingford, and administratrix of the 
estate of her late husband, Mr. Ronald 
Raymond George Jennings, who died 
in September, 1950. 

She claimed damages against Mr. 
Tavener for breach of contract, alleging 
negligent construction of the bungalow. 

Mr. Tavener denied the allegation 
and contended that the bungalow was 
constructed with sound materials and 
workmanship, in accordance with the 
buildings byelaws, and to the satisfac- 
tion of the Chingford Borough Council. 

Mr. Cyril Harvey, Q.C., for the 
plaintiff, said that in June, 1949, Mr. 
Jennings began inquiries to purchase 
a bungalow at Gunners Grove, Ching- 
ford, which was being erected by the 
defendant. The price was to be £1,566 
and in August, 1949, he paid a deposit 
of £160. A formal contract was com- 
pleted in February, 1950, the bungalow 
finished in May, 1950, and the Jen- 
nings moved into it the same month. 

By June, 1950, a crack appeared in 
the brickwork in a flank wall which 
Mr. and Mrs. Jennings had noticed 
when the bungalow was being erected 
and which the defendant had put right. 
Later, cracks began to appear at an 
alarming rate and although informed 
Mr. Tavener did not inspect them until 
the middle of 1951. By that time the 
external cracks in the brickwork were 
“quite striking” and in the kitchen 
daylight came in through them. 

Mr. Harvey said the reason for the 
defects was that the foundations, which 
were too shallow, were laid where roots 
of poplar trees were present. The trees 
were visible 30 to 35 feet at the rear in 
a cemetery. 

As the roots were not cut or removed 
by the defendant, they sucked the 
moisture out of the lower levels of the 
sub-soil which was of firm clay, and 
had caused the sub-soil to contract and 
the house to settle from the back. As 
a result, the walls cracked. 

He submitted that as the poplar 
trees were quite visible, any competent 
builder would know or ought to have 
known, of their danger. 

Mr. Harvey said the trees had since 
been removed from the cemetery and 
there had been no further trouble to 
the property. 

Mr. H. Phillimore, Q.C., for the 
defendant, submitted that Mrs. Jen- 
nings had no remedy against the defen- 
dant. Through ignorance prevalent in 
the trade at the time, the bungalow was 
built in circumstances and conditions 
in which it became defective, because 
of the trees. There was no evidence 
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that the bungalow was not a perfectly 
and properly built dwelling. That date 
on which the roots of the trees first 
began to affect the house was not clear. 

If Mr. Tavener handed over the 
bungalow at the date of completion 
that was properly built in accordance 
with existing trade knowledge that was 
all he could be required to do. 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Jones 
said the defendant should have known 
at the time that the poplar trees were 
likely to cause damage because litera- 
ture had been published to warn 
builders of the dangers. It was certain 
that if he had employed an architect 
to supervise the work and inspect the 
site he would have known of the 
dangers caused by the presence of trees. 

The question that had to be decided 
was the nature of the warranty which 
was implied in the case of the sale of a 
house in course of construction. In his 
lordship’s view it was established that 
the bungalow was not in a state fit for 
human habitation and had not been 
built in a workmanlike manner when 
handed over by the defendant to the 
plaintiff’s husband. 

This was because the defendant had 
failed to take the necessary steps to 
prevent settlement of the walls which 
resulted inevitably in cracks. 

There had been a breach of the 
warranty implied in the case of the 
sale of a house in the course of con- 
struction. The obligation on the defen- 
dant was not confined to building the 
parts of the house above the ground 
but extended to the provision of proper 
foundations and the building of the 
foundations in places where they would 
not collapse. The defendant had 
assumed the responsibility of the site 
and building without an architect and 
failed to provide the plaintiff’s husband 
with a bungalow fit for human habita- 
tion as he omitted to have regard to 
the well-known danger that the site of 
a house might be made unfit because 
moisture might be extracted from the 
subsoil by the roots of poplar trees. 
He had not prevented the re-occurrence 
of the cracks by cutting the roots at a 
distance from the house or by asking 
the cemetery authorities to do so. 


Infringement of Copyright 


A action by Mr. Anthony H. C. 
Branson, A.R.1.B.A., of Thorn- 
hill, Oak Lane, Sevenoaks, against 
A. E. Marks, Ltd, builders, of 
Imperial Square, Cheltenham, and 
Mr. D. A. Gunn, of Hilton Lodge, 
Westall Green, Cheltenham, was men- 
tioned to Mr. Justice Upjohn, in the 
Chancery Division on May 18 when 
Mr. F. E. Skone James, for the 
plaintiff, said the defendants were con- 
senting to an order against them. 

Mr. Branson, said counsel, was an 
architect and was the owner of the 
copyright in the plans of a house in 
Bournside Road, Cheltenham. A. E. 
Marks, Ltd., were employed by Mr. 
Gunn to build a house which plaintiff 
alleged was an infringement of his 
copyright in his plans. Defendants 


admitted that there was an infringe- 
ment and consented to the injunction 
claimed and to pay damages and 
costs. 

The injunction was to restrain the 
defendants perpetually from infringing 
plaintiff's copyright in his plans of the 
house in Bournside Road and in the 
features and artistic characters and 
designs created in the house by repro- 
ducing or authorizing the reproduction 
without plaintiff's consent of any copies 
or colourable imitations of his plans; 
or by constructing any house (other 
than the house the construction of 
which was commenced at the date of 
the issue of the writ) by reproducing 
plaintiff's plans or designs. 

Defendants, added counsel, also 
agreed to pay Mr. Branson £105 
damages and the costs of the action. A 
sum of £52 in court would be paid 
out to plaintiff. 

Counsel for the defendants assented 
and his lordship made an order as 
asked. 


Deterioration of Domestic 


Flues 


The deterioration of flues and chim- 
ney stacks serving domestic slow-com- 
bustion stoves and boilers is a com- 
mon source of trouble to householders. 
External symptoms of the trouble in- 
clude distortion of the stack, disintegra- 
tion of the mortar, cracking of the 
brickwork joints or rendering, and 
staining of the brickwork or rendering. 
Internally there may be unsightly stain- 
ing of the plasterwork. It is not per- 
haps generally realized that all these 
effects may arise from within the flue.* 

Methods of dealing with the trouble 
are to form the subject of the next full- 
scale research trial which the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers is to carry out in collaboration 
with the Building Research Station. 
First, however, the Station is anxious 
to have the benefit of information re- 
lating to the actual experiences of 
building firms in relation to this particu- 
lar problem. Consequently the Federa- 
tion’s Research and Technical Informa- 
tion Committee has issued to 1,000 
house-builder members a_ simple 
questionnaire asking how many stacks 
have been dealt with in the past 12 
months and for details of the repair 
work and treatment carried out, both 
internally and externally. The replies 
will be sent direct to the Building 
Research Station within a week, and 
when they have been studied the final 
details of the research trial will be 
formulated. 

Full-scale research trials resulting 
from collaboration between the build- 
ing Research Station and the National 
Federation started some 12 months 
ago. Experiments already under way 
are concerned with  air-entrained 
mortars for rendering and zinc oxy- 
chloride dry rot treatments. 


* The problem is discussed in some detail 
in Building Research Station Digest No. 60. 
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HOUSES ON CROXTETH ESTATE Ronald Bradbury, Ph.D., F.R.A.B.A.,A.M.T.P1 
ROOFED WITH MARLEY ANGLIA . r 
City Architect and Director of Housing 


LIVERPOOL 


has employed vast areas of 


MARLEY ROOF TILES 
and MARLEY FLOOR TILES 


on Housing Estates and Schools 


The Marley Tile Co. Ltd., Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. Sevenoaks 2251 MAR LEY 


London Showrooms (Floor Tiles) at Alfred Goslett & Co. Ltd., 127-131 Charing Cross Rd., W.C.2 Telephone: Gerrard 7%90 


SOLID FLOORS CARRIED OUT WITH MARLEY TILES 


ier 


* 
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26 STORE STREET WCI 


and Associated Company & Licensees, 
PARKFIELD CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO. LTD., 
iT. Peter's Road, 
NETHERTON, ar. Dudley, Worcs. ‘Phone Dudley 4315 


SMITH’S FIREPROOF FLOORS LTD., IMBER COURT, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY. EMBerbrook 3300 


bi 0 / 
OWS Y these salient tacts about 
&6.C. INDUSTRIAL clectric water heaters 


no fuel storage problems 








easy maintenance 


no fumes or dirt 


2 
3 
4 constant temperature 
5 


economy 


The G.E.C. has long specialised in industrial water heating 
600 gals. 54 kW. equipment. Expert advice on equipment is readily available 
Two 300 gal. 27 kW. G.E.C. Water Storage at all times — on application. 

Heaters installed in an ablution block of a 
large engineering works. THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO L.TtTo 
MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application. 
Where no town is stated in the 











FIBRE 
INSULATION BOARD 


“QUITFIRE” impregnated is 
FIREPROOFED (Class 1 to B.S.476 
32 Amdt No. 2) and FUNGUS- 
proofed or TERMITE-proofed (or 
all three combined.) 

Used on Government contracts, 
Industrial Buildings, Schools, etc. 
Enquire of your supplier or 
processors: 


S. 6. Rudkin & Co.Ltd. 


Plantation House, Mincing 
Lane, LONDON, EC.3. 


Tel: MANsion House 4406 (3 lines) 


LIFTS 




















by MORRIS 


'Herbert Morris Ltd. 
Loughborough 


ginee £ 


bra es London, Glasgow 
Janchester, B 
car 

" 


rmingham, Leeds, Sheffield 
diff, Bristol, Dundee. Liver 
gham, Bury St. Edmunds, Belfast 


ewcastie 


Nott 

















NORTONIA 


REGD. 

THE ALL-PURPOSE NON- 
MAGNESITE FLOORING 
BLOCK 
laid direct on level ruled off concrete, 
variety of colours. Withstands con- 
centrated traffic, wet or dry conditions, 
maintained by washing. Low initial 

cost. Easy to maintain. 


THE 


TERRADURA 
FLOORING Co. Ltd. 


PROVIDENCE WORKS, NORTON STREET, 
MILES PLATTING, MANCHESTER, 10. 











CONTRACT 
e NEWS « 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


BEVERLEY B.C. (a) (1) Dwelling house 
and new depot at Morton Lane; (2) block 
of 6 garages at Sample Avenue, Swine 
moor Estate; (3) block of 3 garages at 
Greenwood Avenue, Swinemoor Estate 
b) Borough Engineer, Municipal Offices 
c) lgn each contract. (¢) June 7 

e . e 
BLACKBURN B.C. a) Extension of 
Longshaw primary school, from two-form 
entry (320 children) to three-form entry 
480 children b) Borough Engineer 
Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (d) June 1 
BOLTON B.C. (a) 22 bungalows in pairs 
and block of 6, Johnson Fold No. 2 
Estate, Section 2, Lot 12 b) Housing 
Director, Town Hall. (c) 2gns each set 
e) June 6 

e . . 
BRADFIELD R.C. (a) 6 bungalows and 
1 block of 4 and 5 pairs of houses, Marsh 
Farm, Pangbourne, Berks b) Messrs 
Henry Cooper and Sons, 6, The Forbury, 
Reading c) 2gns e) June 7 
CARDIFF C.C. (a) (Group No. 13) 102 
dwellings; (Group No. 14) 96 dwellings 
Group No. 15) 23 houses; (Group No 
16) 21 houses; (Group No. 17) 36 dwell 
ings, Llanrumney b) City Surveyor, 
City Hall c) 2gns e) June 11 
CARLISLE C.C. (a) 22 bungalows and 
16 flats, Morton b) City Surveyor, 1 
Fisher Street c) 2gns ¢) June 6 
DEARNE U.C. (a) 24 houses, Nichola 
Lane b) Council’s Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Bolton-upon-Dearn« c) 2gn 
e) June 6 
EAST DEREHAM U.C a 1) 6 
Sandy Lane, Dereham b 
Housing Department, East Dercham 
Urban District Council, Assembly 
Rooms, Dereham. (c) 2gns. (e) June 14 


garages, 


ENFIELD U.C. ] 12 garages, 
Lane Estate b) Frank 

Little Park Gardens 2 

6. (e) June 22 

GLOSSOP B.C. a) 9 houses and 24 
flats at Newshaw Lane, Bankbottom, 
Chapel Lane, and Sheffield Road b 
Messrs. John E. Beardshaw and Partners, 
186, Oxford Road, Manchester, 13, or 
Borough Surveyor, Municipal Buildings, 
Glossop c) 3gns cheque payable to 
Council. (e) June 6 

IRLAM U.C. (a) 10 bungalows on the 
Council’s estate at Cutnook Lane b 
Council’s Engineer, Council Offices, 
Irlam, Manchester C 2gns ¢ 
June 13 

ISLE OF ELY C.c. a) Erection of a 


secondary school on a site adjoining 


Railway Road and Weasenham Lane, 


Wisbech b) County Architect, County 


Hall, March, Cambs c) Sgns cheque 


payable to Council d) June 3 e 
July 9 


address it is the some as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) lest date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked xy are 
given in the advertisement section. 














Giliak 


Service is available 
throughout the country 


GIMSON & CO. «wevesrer, LTD. 
VULCAN ROAD, LEICESTER 


CESTER 60272 
egroms: GIMSON LEICESTER 


Telephone: | 





YOU CAN 
DEPEND ON 


Co | COLOURS 


HARDENERS 
WATERPROOFERS 
DECORATIVE FINISHES 


JOSEPH FREEMAN, SONS & CO., LTD 
LONDON, S.W.18 VANdyke 2432 





how much does 
our reputation 


[cost] you? 


It doesn't. Many think you pay for « 
name. That may be true of some, but 
certainly not of us 

The experience we have gained in 
doing the same job well for 100 years 
enables us to quote low rates 








ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
LONDON EI4 EAST (44! 
& The Quay Excter (t« 


tee ‘tv 








2R 


ISLE OF WIGHT R.C. (a) 3 bungalows 
at Warlands and 2 houses at Dodpits, 
Shalfieet. (b) 30, Pyle Street, Newport 
c) 2gns ¢) June 6 
KESWICK U.C. a) 17 houses, 10 
houses and 1 shop with flat over, Latrigg 
Close Estate b) Council’s Surveyor, 
Council Offices, 50, Main Street c 
2gns. (e) July 6 
KING’S LYNN B.C. (a) 22 houses in 
pairs, King John Avenue, Gaywood. (b 
G. Holmes, Esq., Clifton House, Queen 
Street c) 2gns e) June 10 
LANCASHIRE C.C. (a) (1) Alterations 
to form a practical room at Lancaster 
Ryelands House; (2) erection of scullery 
at Orrell Lamberhead Green school; (3 
alterations at Rochdale Divisional Educa 
tion Office; (4) erection of 1 pair of police 
houses, Lytham St. Annes, Albany Road 
b) County Architect, P.O. Box No. 26, 
County Hall, Preston d) May 31 
Quoting ref. A/MG 
LEICESTER C.C. (a) Erection of pre 
fabricated 2-stream junior and infant 
schools, Mowmacre Hill. (b) City Archi 
tect, 10, Loseby Lane. (c) £3. (e) June 3 
MAESTEG U.C. (a) 40 houses, Parc 
Estate b) Council’s Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Talbot Street c) 3gns ¢ 
June 4 
. . .* 

MALVERN U.C. (a) 6 shops and 4 
flats, Pickersleigh Road b) Council’ 
Engineer, The Council House. (c) 2gns 

June 11 


MARLBOROUGH CORPORATION. 
1) 18 houses, St. Margaret’s Mead b 
Council Offices, 1, The Green, Marl 
borough, or Messrs. Sutton Griffin and 
Sweetnam, 87, Northbrook Street, New 
bury c) 2gns e) June 6 
NORTHAMPTON B.C. (a) 66 flats at 
Park Drive, King’s Heath, Northampton 
b) Borough Architect, Guildhall c 
2gns. cheque payable to Corporation. (d 
May 28 


NORTHAMPTON B.C. (a) Shop and 
dwelling, Sunnyside Estate b) Borough 
Architect, Guildhall. c) 2gns. cheque 
payable to Corporation. (d) May 28 
N. IRELAND—BELFAST C.C. a 
Erection and completion of a shopping 
arcade containing 6 shops, 6 maisonettes 
and 12 flats, and 3 houses at Clara Park 
b) Housing Architect, 94, Chichester 
Street. (c) £5. (e) June 7 

. . ° 
N. IRELAND—BELFAST C.C. a 
Primary school at Clara Park. (b) Educa- 
tion Architect, 40, Academy Street 
£5. (e) June 16 
OXFORDSHIRE C.C. (a) (1) erection 
of two-form entry secondary schools at 
Marston and Eynsham, to be built at the 
same time; (2) extensions to Bilateral 
school, Burford; (3) erection of Kidling 
ton infants school; (4) extension to 
Wheatley secondary school; (5) extension 
to Wheatley junior school; (6) erection of 
a canteen at Woodstock Marlborough 
school. (b) County Architect, Park End 
Street Offices, Oxford. (d) May 28 
POOLE B.C. (a) Extensive alterations 
and additions to Longfleet junior and 
infants’ schools b) Borough Engineer, 
Council Offices. (c) 2gns. (e) July 1 


c 
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et under half 
cost. 


These lamps are of the spring- 
friction angle-poise type 
They are supplied complete 
with pygmy shade (2° dia.) 
and $.B.C. holder suitable for 
mains voltage. Can be fitted to 
drawing board, table or wall 
Extras available (not Terry) 
Larger reflector and B.C 
holder for standard bulbs up 
to |00w 59 
Cast Iron base (wt 9 Ibs.) 8/6 


We will gladly submit sample 
lamp on Approval. 


CHARLES FRANK 


67 SALTMARKET- GLASGOW Cl 
PHONE: BEL 2106 





CHAIRS 


OF SUPERIOR QUALITY 
HEAP Chairs for Canteens, 


British Restaurants, Halls, 
ete Personal attention given to 
all Orders. 


Mealing Bros. Ltd. 


Avenue Chair Works, 
West End Road, 
High Wycombe. 


Telephone : Wycombe 499 














BETABLISH ED OVER 100 TEARS 
J. W. GRAY & SON LTD 
| PRINCETON STREET 
BEDFORD ROW, W.C.! 
» LONDON & 
13 CASTLE STREET 
SALISBURY 


RINGMER BUILDING 
WORKS, LTD. 


BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
Joinery Specialists 


RINGMER : LEWES : SUSSEX 


Telephone: Lewes 300 





PORTSMOUTH C.C. (a) (1) Eastern 
Road Occupation Centre for mental de- 
fectives; (2) Court Lane infants’ school, 
phase II. (b) City Architect, 1, Western 
Parade. (c) £1 each contract. (d) June 9 
ROTHWELL U.C. (a) 4 bungalows at 
Robertsgate, Lofthouse site. (b) Messrs 
R. A. Easdale and Son, County Cham- 
bers, Bradley Street, Castleford. (c) 2gns 
e) June 4. 

ST. ALBANS R.C. (a) 6 garages and 
drive at Redbourne and 6 garages at 
Sandridge b) H. Wilkinson, Esq., 43, 
Upper Lattimore Road; with details of 
ability to carry out the work. (d) May 30. 
ST. THOMAS R.C. (a) 7 houses, East 
Budleigh b) Messrs. Lucas, Roberts 
and Brown, Barnfield Hill, Exeter e 
June 6 

SCOTLAND—GOUROCK B.C. (a) 68 
houses, Shore Street; all trades. (b) Town 
Clerk, Municipal Building: c) 5gns. (d 
June 1 

SCOTLAND—LEVEN B.C. (a) (1) 40 
2) 44 houses; (3) 50 houses; 
4) 40 houses; Broom site. (b) Messrs 
A. D. Haxton and Watson, Carberry 
House, Leven 


houses; 


TADCASTER R.C. (a) 58 houses w- 
gether with all drainage and services, 
road, sewers and public footpaths, Auster 
Bank Estate b) Messrs. Anthony Steel 
and Owen, 7, Greek Street, Leeds, 2. (c 
3gns. cheque e) June 11 
WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA U.C. 1) 6 
bungalows, Northfield Lane, Wells b 
W. A. J. Spear, Esq., 36, Cattle Market 
Street, Norwich c) 2gns e) June 6 
WEST HARTLEPOOL B.C. (a) | block 
of 6 houses, 1 block of 8 maisonnettes, 1 
block of 12 maisonnettes, and 3 blocks of 
6 flats on a site bounded by Brunswick 
Street, William Street and Tower Street 
b) Borough Architect, Municipal Build 
ing e) June 13 
WOLVERHAMPTON B.C. a) 153 
dwellings, Rake Gate Estate b Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall c) 2gns d 
May 28 

WOODSTOCK B.C. 


a 3] dwellings, 
Green Lane site b 


Messrs. Harry W 
Smith and Son, 29, George Street, Oxford 


c) 2gns. (e) June 15 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (1) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. +denotes 
that work may not start pending final 
acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
modification of tenders, etc. 


BRIGHTON CORPORATION. l 
Factory 2 Hollingbury industrial 
estate. (3) Rice and Son, Ltd., 23, Glou- 
cester Place, Brighton 1 4) £192,967 
EALING W. (1) Departmental store 
Ealing Broadway 3) Haymills (Con- 
tractors), Ltd. Hanger Lane, London, 
W.5 4) £100,000 
NEWBURY. (1) Church of St. John the 
Evangelist 3) Musselwhite and Sons, 
Ltd., Eastrop Works, Basingstoke, Hants 
4) £80,000 
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HIGH QUALITY 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY. 
Etc. 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


M. MSCARTHY 


& SONS, LTD. 


BULWELL ~ NOTTINGHAM 


378-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON - BW Phone £05 1325 





Specify 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


<qnF ONS; G 
LONDON NW ©» 


ANECHO! ~_HAMBERS 


Zz 
~ ta if 4 (7, 
st 


ABSORPTION CXPERT 
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CO. ARMAGH, N.I. (1) Reservoir. (2 
Seagahan, near Armagh 3) James 
McMullan and Co., Ltd., Knockmore, 
Lisburn 4) £488,207 


TEES VALLEY. 1) Reservoir 2 
Selset 3) Balfour Beatty and Co., Ltd., 
66, Queen Street, London, E.C.4 4 
£2.903,429 

PORTSMOUTH CORPORATION. (1 
36 flats 2?) Hambrook Street 3)H. E 
Collins, Eastern Road, Farlington, Ports 
mouth 4) £62,879 
READING CORPORATION 1) 34 
houses 2) St. Michael’s Estate 3 
Claude Fenton, Ltd., Rose Kiln Lane, 
Reading 4) £47,886 

BARNES B.C. 1) 22 flats 2) High 
Street 3) C. Graham Smith (Builders), 
itd 26, Flint Street, London, S.E.17 
4 £42, 513 

LEYTON E. 1) Additions to High 
School for Girls 3) S. Newlyn and 
Son, Ltd 124, Dersingham Avenue, 
London, E.12 4) £23,072 
TOTTENHAM B.C. 1) 28 dwellings 
2) West Green Road 3 R J. Rowley 
Ltd., Belmont Works, Belmont Avenue 
London, N.17 4) £56,450 


ROWLEY REGIS. l 

Biddle and Edwards, Ltd 2) Tivids 
3 ’. Whittingham, Ltd., 

Road, Wolverhampton 


CAMBRIDGE CORPORATION. 
Primary school 2) Colville Road 
Kidman and Sons, Ltd. 64, Vic 
Road, Cambridge 


STOKE-ON-TRENT. Firs unit 
factory for Richard Tiles, Ltd., Tunstall 
2) Adderley Green 3 C. Cornes and 
Son, Ltd., Lichfield Street Hanley 
Stoke-on-Trent 


a); el Al ING | tr SKY 
"Steet or eden 


HAYWARDS LTD 


UNION STREET, LONDON, 8.E.1 








FIBROUS PLASTERWORK 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
ALLIED GUILDS 


King Edward Square, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD. Tel: Sut 3809 














SPECIFY 


NORRIS 
JOINERY 


C. W. NORRIS LTD. 
FARNWORTH, BOLTON 


LANCASHIRE 
Telephone: Farnworth 363-4-5 











B. J. GRAFF 


‘ E.E. G.!|.Mech.E. A.M.LP.E 
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
SHOWROOM, INDUST PRIVATE 
HEATI NG ‘LIGHTING. POWER 
Direct Contracts, Sub-Contracts, etc., welcomed. 
46 TACHBROOK ST. 


COURSES for all R. A. 8. A. EXAMS 


Postal ¢ n Hee les 

Ca ations “Smee als, Construction, Structures 

Hygiene, Specificatior Professions Pract e 
et Also in general educational subject 


ELLIS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 


Pr pa A. 8B. Waters, MBE G.M. FRIBA 
103€ OLD BROMPTON ROAD, ae, 8 or 


Sasigs 








WILLESDEN Vic 9781 S.W.}. 


Never before has there been produced such ; 


ete 
ee IT BON DS material as UNIBOND 
. over surfaces hitherto impossible GUARANTEED to per- 
. J ANYTHING JO manently bond new cement or concrete to old concrete, flagstones, 
bricks, asphalt, timber, slate, glass, lead, zinc, asbestos, etc.. 
ANVIHING v4 without keying! Fillets at external doors and window frames will 
4 never fall when fixed with UNIBOND. Mixed with waterbound 
distemper, UNIBOND provides a plastic paint for 18/- a gall. 
Perfect for the joinery shop too, as it is used straight from the 


LONDON e. KEN. 447 


ter 

















—_— 


wonderful bonding 
You can now use cement or concretc 


can—cold! Colourless, Clean, 
unaffected by any climate 
SEND 


Export orders given special 


attention Prompt service 





THE LIQUITILE SUPPLY CO. (Dept. AB) 48, HIGH ST., CAMBERLEY, SURREY. (Tel. : 2983) Ex. 2 
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per 


A new 16mm colour sound film available on|free loan 
TPES 
DAE 
AN INSTRUCTIVE AND ENTERTAINING FILM 








This is a film about the sliding door and the way in which it serves industry and people in 
many walks of life. Many of the sequences were filmed in China, Africa, West Indies, Malaya, 
India and Scandinavia, and are particularly colourful. it is an instructive and entertaining 
picture, which we shall be pleased to place at your disposal for private showing. Bookings 
are already well ahead sv please write as soon as possible 


Technical Iinformation:—Duration — 40 minutes ; | reel 
f 


; Commentary by Frank Phillips 
the B.B.C.; Background music carefully chosen to be in keeping with the many 


HILLALDAm FOR EVERY DOOR THAT SLIDES 


E. HILL ALDAM & CO. LTD., THE SLIDING DOOR PEOPLE Al 
THE BRITANNIA WORKS, HASLEMERE AV., LONDON, S.W.18. 


Telephone: Wimbledon 8080 (Slines). Telegrams: “Aldamillo’’, Put. London “a bg 








We are now the Leading Agents for the 
WINDSOR MOSAIC FLOOR 


PATENT NO. 544228 


at the new reduced price 


Specially suitable for Factories, Schools, Hospitals, Housing Estates, Halls, Offices, etc. 


We provide 
a specialist service for Architects and we welcome their enquiries. 


Cana 


437 HIGH ROAD, ILFORD CHURCH ST., BEESTON, NOTTINGHAM 
Tel. 2760 Tel. 25 - 6757 


AGENTS FOR “ NEWHOUSE ”’ TILES, **RAYMAR "’ DE LA RUE TILES 
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THE 


UNIT 


CONSTRUCTION Co. Ltd. 


Building and Civil Engineering Contractors. 


MAIN CONTRACTORS—CROXTETH ESTATE 


HEAD OFFICE 
34 St James Street, London 


Whitehall 8383. 


BRANCH OFFICES 


Liverpool : Speke Boulevard, Liverpool, 19. 
Hunts X 2084, 


Knutsford : 2la Brook Street, Knutsford, Cheshire. 
Knutsford 2101, 


Northern Ireland : Church View, Holywood, Co. Down, Northern Ireland. 
Holywood 2053. 


London Contracts Office :. Faggs Road, Feltham, Middlesex. 
Feltham 4264. 


The Ubigue Development Department : Faggs Road, Feltham, Middlesex. 
Feltham 4264. 


The Research Department : Faggs Road, Feltham, Middlesex. 
Feltham 4264. 
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Unobtrusive Efficiency 


NEW loot 


Distribution 








Boards 


The new range of Fluvent 
Cabinet Style Fuseboards 
has been designed to give 
the minimum offence to 
those concerned with 
zsthetic values. Pressed 
steel cabinets are cadmium 
plated before special paint 
is applied to give a “‘ beaten 
metal” finish. 
. Specification contained in 
7. Y , illustrated literature for- 
‘ a Ul is mo rf Gs oO Id. ee warded on request 


“hoi . @ Incorporating Acrofiex High 
Christopher Pinchbeck, a London watch- Breaking Capacity re-wireable 


maker by trade, was a keen metallurgist canuenye Came © Te pine Flivent 
. . » tions, save a simple door catch 

who, by inventing an alloy of copper and @ All edges rounded @ Lid sunk 

zinc, produced a gold-like metal now much Gah © Cul eee Seer extag © 

used in cheap jewellery. His name lives " 

today in the derogatory epithet for imita- Parmiter Hope & Sugden Lid. 

tion or inferiority . . . “ pinchbeck.” MANCHESTER, 12 

There is nothing inferior, however, in London: 34 Victoria St.,S.W.1. Glasgow: 5 Somerset Place, C.3 

the many contributions that Penfold have Birmingham : 39/41 Carrs Lane, 4 

made in this modern age. Improved 

Galvanised Chain Link Fencing, Stainless 


Steel Chain Link Fencing for “ difficult ” W a Y : 9 * 

areas and now—PRE-STRESSED CON- 

CRETE POSTS. Manufactured by an For Cooking, Hot Water and Space Heating, Specify the 
exclusive Scandinavian method of proved “<¥ L-« TALBOT’? 


design they possess a strength several times CONTINUOUS BURNING 
that of the ordinary reinforced concrete COMBINATION GRATE 


post. In consequence straining struts are 

unnecessary . . . excavated post holes can 
be smaller and require less concrete 

the posts are slimmer and present a neater 

appearance without loss of effectiveness 

their life is well-nigh unlimited. The 

cost?—no more than ordinary 

reinforced concrete posts! We 

will gladly forward full details ¥ Y The “XL-TALBOT™ is 

: { ‘ an entirely new design 

on request ; " of the popular 38° 38° 

Side-oven Combination 

Grate, being continnous 


burning on Coke, Coal 
or anv other solid fuel. 














supply of hot water, 
with ample cooking 
facilities. 








The above illustration shows this model with cast iron Architrave, Curb & Hearth- 


Fate, which shows a distinct — on the traditional mantel surround. 
model can also be supplied with Tiled doors, Hearth Tiles and al! Tied Surround. 


te Approved by the Ministry of Fudl ond Power 
Please send for further details to -— 





BEEHIVE FOUNCRY 
SMETHWICK 4\ STAFFS 
IMPERIAL WORKS, BALMORAL ROAD. WATFORD, HEARTS. 


PENFOLD FENCING & ENGINEERING LTD. ie laa 





Telephone: Watford 224! Telegrams Pentold, Watford" 
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STARTING RIGHT 


The canteen for ELECTRONIC INSTRUMENTS LTD. 
FACTORY at Lower Mortlake Road, Richmond (see 
article in this issue) was designed and equipped by INTEL. 





The canteen—that vital point of an industrial undertaking 
which provides the source of human energy—is most effec- 
tive when planned, designed, equipped AND MANAGED 
by specialists in the art of Employee Feeding. 

As INTEL generally manage the canteens they design and 
equip, their recommendations are not only practical but are 
based on long term considerations. Their interest survives 
the mere act of planning and equipping. 


When planning your client's canteen consult — 


INTEL (caterers) LTD. 


2 PARKSHOT, RICHMOND, SURREY. 


TELEPHONE : RICHMOND 2288 




















BARTON 


BARTON & SONS LTD. 


BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING 
: CONTRACTORS 


Croxteth Estate 


featured in thas ass 


Ronald Bradbury, F.R.I.B.A. 
City Architect F Director of Housing, 1 sverpool 
We carried out the following work on this Estate 


84 Three Storey Fiats. 22 Two Storey Aged 
Persons Flats. It Houses. 


ALTCAR ROAD * FORMBY 


LIVERPOOL 


TELEPHONE FORMBY 4151 

















| 
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Exports 


and the Balance 


of Power 


THE CRANES THAT LOAD THE SHIPS that 
carry British goods to the four corners 
of the earth are—electric. The equipment 
that moves the goods through the 
factories that make them is—electric. 
The machines that make the goods are 
usually—electric. The goods themselves 
may well consist of electrical equipment 

for electrical exports were valued at 
over £216 million in 1954. 


Electricity plays a very big part 
indeed in British exports—and the part 
is growing bigger every year. So what 
happens to all the other users of electri- 
city ? It’s very good news for them. Why? 


It’s a matter of balance. Different 
jobs need electricity at different times of 
the day and night. These varied demands 
help to even out the load on the power 
stations. When generating plant is con- 
tinuously operated the price of electricity 
is kept low. All users benefit, therefore, 
the more widely electricity is used, for 
more and more purposes. 


NR 


47 KEW 


POWER STATIONS 


De 
CTrri© 


10,000,000 ADDITIONAL HORSEPOWER INSTALLED 


FDI Di Gi SG Oi Stoisto 


BOPDPOIOISIDISDIDIDIDIDIDIGIS IOI DIODIPDHOHGIGISIOGIHOIDIS IDIDIOIS? 


DID* Oi OSHOtPoporororeot 
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The Answer to your 


Insulation problems! 
BASALAN is a Longfibred Rock Wool manu- 
factured by a special process into flexible, long 
fibres of average 0.0003in thickness and 40in to 
44in length. It is of very high resilience, tensile 
strength and elasticity and owing to these qualities 
superior to Glassfibre and any other Rock Wool 
as regards resistance to vibration. 

Consequently BASALAN settles far less than 
either of the mentioned materials. It affords 
optimum thermal and acoustic insulation at a 
low density/cu. ft., which makes it cheaper than 
other insulating materials. 

It is non-combustible and will safely withstand 
temperatures up to about 1700°F. 

It has been tested and approved as infill for 
fire-resisting doors, etc. It is rot-proof, odourless, 
non-hygroscopic and does not offer sustenance 
to vermin. 

ipplications: Thermal and acoustic insulation 
of dwelling houses, blocks of flats, offices, fac- 
tories, ducts, pipes, tanks, boilers etc. 

Write for full particulars to the Sole Representatives :— 


WELSEY TRADING CO. LTD., 


70 Hatherley Court, London, W.2. BAY swater 4938. 











BE SAFE 


_not sorry: 


Trial Borings 
to prove strata ...and bore holes for 
water supplies, pumping plant, etc. 


Undisturbed Semples Provided if Required 


JOHNZTHOM 


CANAL WORKS PATRICROFT MANCHESTER 
Tetegree. Teor Paleo eorT 


Teena CCAS Mer -2-5 
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WHENEVER 


prerasrication, Specify THORNS 


IS REQUIRED 


Timber framed. 

Unit construction. 

Simple and quick in erection. 
Weatherboard or asbestos walls 
8’ 10’ 12’ 1S’ 20’ 25’ 30’ WIDE 
7’ 8’ 10’ HIGH TO EAVES 
As supplied to: 

Sports and Social Clubs. 
Education Authorities. 
Parochial Councils. 

Borough Councils. 

Hospital Boards. 


ALSO Photograph by courtesy of Neath Rugby F.( 
STEEL FRAMED BUILDINGS Write for details and prices. 
AND NISSEN TYPE ILDIN . —r > 
agp ga J. THORN & SONS LIMITED (Dept. 113) 
FOR INDUSTRIAL USES 


Brampton Road, Bexleyheath, Kent 


Pavilion 72’ 0” «x 20°0 


Enquiries invited. 


Tel. Be xley heath 305 
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For over 50 years Blackwells have been making 
Felts, Roofings and Dampcourses of outstanding 
quality and value. To-day these products provide 
Architects, Builders and Handymen with an 
unsurpassed range. 


The same high standard of workmanship and 
materials goes into the roofing work which 
Blackwells carry out under contract. May we 
quote you for your requirements? 














-. 
z. 
——— 
2 , , 
wd 





= 
Lend 
sf 


. 
+ = * 
‘ 


BLACKWELLS & NATIONAL ROOFINGS LTD 


ALTRINCHAM + CHES 
f ALTRINCHAM 
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no hesitation is possible. 


Phone : Redhill 4554 





RUSTPROOFING... 


Which would you rather have—structural steelwork which will involve 
you in high maintenance costs, or steelwork which will remain almost per- 
manently rustproof at a slightly higher initial cost. If you are looking ahead, 

* RUST-ANODE "’ is referred to as cold galvanising because it deposits a 92/95°%, pure zinc 
coat on steel, this is strongly adherent and rustproof. The meta’ to metal contact obtained 
ensures cathodic protection, and no rust creep under the protective layer can take place. 

Start right with “ CAPALLA " chemical pretreatment to remove rust and impurities, and 
to provide a suitable key, followed by “ RUST-ANODE "’ cold galvanising. 


C. & P. Development Co. (London) Ltd., Wiggie Works, Redhill, Surrey. 


"Grams : Capdevco, Redhill 








ELEMENTARY 
QUANTITY 
SURVEYING 


By Sidney Ralphs, A.R.1.C.S., A.1.A.S. 


This new book provides students of Quantity 
Surveying and those needing a ‘refresher’ course 
with a clear understanding of the fundamental 
principles. it deals with the complete preparation 
of a Bill of Quantities for an imaginary building 
and provides detailed information on the items 
measured, the build up and explanation of the 


descriptions. Illustrated. 25- net. 


PITMAN 


Parker Street + Kingsway London wc2 


goes that door again for the fiftieth time today 


How long will the hinges stand up to such rough 
treatment? The care and attention given in the 
manufacture of Baldwin's Cast Iron Butt Hinges 
ensures that their robust construction will with- 
stand the most severe punishment day after day 
—year after year ; 


CAST IRON BUTT HINGES say 


BALDWINS 


Sole Manufacturers: 
BALDWIN, SON & CO. LTD., STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN 
u-w.69 








spectfy 


COLASTIC 


COLD PLASTIC ASPHALT 


jor.- anti-corrosion, 


insulation and 
waterproofing. 
COLAS PRODUCTS (Sales) LTD. 
Lion House, 
Red Lion Street, Richmond, Surrey. 

















ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS OF 


PLYWOOD and 
VENEERED PLYWOOD 


SPECIALITY — PANELLING 
TO 
ARCHITECTS* SPECIFICATIONS 


RELIABLE PLYWOOD COMPANY LIMITED 


PROGRESS WORKS, WARBURTON STREET, LONDON, E.8 
Telephone : Clissold 3496/7 Telegrams  Relinply-teck, Londoa 














A. B. S. 
HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS 


ADVANCES of approximately 85%, of Valuation. 
INTEREST 44% per annum. 
PERIOD OF REPAYMENT. Up to 25 years. 


At the end of the repayment term or on previous 
death the house will be freed to the legal personal 
representatives and a cash sum would also be paid 
to them, the amount depending upon the period 
the mortgage was in force. 

Particulers from: 


ae A.B.S. insurance Agency, Ltd. 66, Portiand Piace, 
London, W Tel.: LANgham 5721. 
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for fresh air where you want it— ~~ 


2 G. C PROPELLER FANS 


7 AIR 
ABLE . giciENT 
REL 7 2 yeMe ENT 


E 
We RFORMANS 


power 
Low owroN 
consuM 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 





OF RIVETED CONSTRUCTION 


e ECONOMY | ' IN ‘HIGH TENSILE stom 
nterprising Architects continue to specify our 


9 RIGIDITY | H.T. Beam system for modern Schools, Factories, 


Canteens, etc. It is most economical and allows 


e IMMEDIATE entities freedom of design. 
DELIVERY Please send for details and dota sheets 


LTD. Teas: tac. ce aes hee 
WELLINGTON - SHROPSHIRE rz 





You have our sympathy. When the class assembles 
in the lecture room upstairs it does sound as if the 
ceiling is coming down. Floors in places like this ought 
to be insulated, of course—floated on STILMAT, 


in fact. Then you’d be able to hear al specimen talk ! 


STILMAT, the insulating mat made from Stillite mineral wool, 
is ideal for the construction of floating floors of either boarded or 
monolithic construction for flats, offices, factories and all public 
buildings. Economic and everlasting, it is equally valuable both as 


an acoustic and thermal insulant. Write for further information 


STILMAT 


FOR INSULATING FLOORS 


one of the T STILLITE | range of building insulants 


STILLITE PRODUCTS LIMITED 
15 WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.1 Tel.: WHitehail 0922 6 
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BATLEY 
MULTIPLE CONCRETE GARAGES 





= 


VAILABLE 


the economies to be effected 





Waar could be simpler 


than the Batley garage 
system? Over 220 Local 
Authorities build the Batley 
way and now the provision 
of garages is made even 
easier by the introduction 
of our supply and erection 
service on prepared bases. 

If you will permit us to 
quote for the supply and 


The quality of our buildings 
enables us w cover with a 
three year guarantee and a 
five year free fire insurance 
—we deliver free of carriage 
charge in England and 
Wales too. 

When considering your 
next scheme think of Batleys 
—our service is second to 





erection of garages you will 


none and entirely at your 
be agreeably surprised by 


disposal. 





Write for full particulars to: 


ERNEST BATLEY LIMITED 


%6 Colledge Road, Holbrooks, Coventry 








TELEGRAMS — SLATES COV 3166/7 


7 


ESTABLISHED 1850 


WORMELLS 


R. J. & T. WORMELL LTD. 








ROOFING SPECIALISTS 


(SLATING, TILING & ASBESTOS ROOFING) 
& 
BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS 


CCCP R Re reece eee 


* 


HEAD OFFICE 
REGENT ST., COVENTRY 


Branches at: 


Liverpool, Birmingham, Rugby, Northampton 


POPP PEST CEOS EET CCRC HET E CCRC Re eT Eten eee ees 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 26 May 1955 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- 


CONTRACTS 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 








PRESS NOTICE 
press FIRST POST 
FRIDAY MAY 27th. 


JUNE 2nd, issue closing for 





APPOINTMENTS 





The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
Dertisements must be made through the local office 
Of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer is excepte from the provisions of The 
Notificction of Vacancies Order. 1952 





BARNET URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


PPLIC 
+% appoir 
Depar ent 
W eighting 

Applicants should be A.R.I.B.A. with responsible 

using experience 

Appointment subject to N.J.€ 
annuation 


ATIONS 
uMment im 
Grade I 


are imvited for the above 
the Engineer and Surveyor's 
V £675 to £825 + £30 London 


conditions 
and medical] examination 


Super 
Housing accommodation can be provided 
Applications, with full details, should be sub 
tted to the gineer and Surveyor, Ravenscroft 
House, Wood reet, Barnet, Herts, by June 6th 
ALFRED S. MAYS 
Cerk of the Council 
cipal Offices 
yy od Street 
Barnet 
Herts 


<< 


19 {1082 





URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF 
ELLESMERE PORT. 


JINTMENT OF BUILDING MANAGER 


PPLICATIONS invited 
qualified and experienced men for the post 
Building Manager in the Department of the 
gineer and Surveyor at a Salary within Grade 
the A.P.T. Division of the National Scale 
Salaries (£67 £825 per annum The weekly 
ancy of a Council house will be offered to the 
ssful applicant on appointment if he reason- 
requires housing accommodation for his 
Applicants must have had considerable 
of the Building Trade, including the 

i maintenance of b other build- 


from suitably 


are 


houses and 
execution of new building work by direct 

ur, the supervision of labour of all trades, and 
yperation and maintenance of equipment, — 
workshops. The successfuul applicant will be 
administer, under the general super- 
f the Engineer and Surveyor to the Coun 
ection of his Department responsible for 
aintenance of over 5,000 houses and for the 
ure of between £50,000 and £100,000 per 


red to 


Experience in the preperation of estimates and 
rts to Committees will be an advantage and 
successful applicant will be required to attend 
mectings of the Council's Housing Committee 
The appointment is subject to the provisions of 

al Government Superannuation Act, 1937 
he successful applicant will be required to 

a medical examination 
Applications on a Form of Application (which 
may be obtained frem the Council's Engineer and 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Ellesmere Port) and 
sed in a sealed envelope endorsed “ Building 
Manager together with the names and addresses 
of three persons having knowledge of the appli- 
experience and antecedents to whom refer- 
ences may be made, m reach me by not later 
than the 3lst Ma 1955 


enc 


cant s 
pst 


P. J. HODGES 
mcil Office Clerk of the Council 
Ellesmere Port 
l2th May, 1955 [1042 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





GEORGE WIMPEY & CO., LIMITED. 


HE Arehitects’ Department seek architectural 
staff enthusiastic to apply their knowledge to 
mew construction techniques covering Houses 
Multi-Storey Flats, Offices, Schools and Industrial 
Buildings for contracts in the U.K. and Overseas 
Appointments range from Architects to 
Draughtsmen with special interest to those of 
ability, recognising the value of the designer and 
technician as an integral part of the production 
team 
Appointments are on a permanent basis, 5 days 
a week at Head Office, Hammersmith 
For applicants interested in work in 
lands, appointments are available in Birmingham 
Regional Office, carrying similar conditions with 
the exception that the working weck is 5} days 
Salaries will be according to 
experience, and, subject to 
there is a Pension scheme 
make «a career with the firm 
 . should write giving brief particulars 
to E. V. Collins, A.RI.BA Chief Architect 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 27, Hammersmith 
Grove, London, W.6 [9018 


the Mid 


and 
service 
wishing to 


qualifications 
satisfactory 


for those 





URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF CORBY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENGINEER AND 
SURVEYOR 


SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR 


APPLICATIONS are invited for 
- appointment, at a salary im acc 
new Grade A.P.T. V (£750 
t £750 per annum 

Applicants must 
Quantities Section 
experienced in the 
ties, adjustment of variations and se 
accounts. Previous experience of 
tracts for local authority housing is des 


the above 
rdance wit! 
commenc 


£ 90K ing 


have passed the final R.I.C.S 
examination and be thoroughly 
preparation of Bills of Quant: 

ment of final 
substantial con 
rable 

The provisions of the Local G 
annuation Acts 1937-1953 wil 
appointment 


vernment Super 


apply 


Housing accommodation will be 
to the successful candidate (if 
application may be ot 
undersigned, to whom they sh rr 
later than by the first post on Friday ]e 
1955 Testimonials will be required only 
applicants selected for interview 

G. B. BLACKALI 
Offices Clerk of the (¢ 

Northants 

1955 


mar 
Forms of 


uld iT 


Council yuncil 
Corby 


May 19 





CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 


CITY ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited 
+. ment of an ASSISTANT ARCHITECT i 
the Schools Section, which is responsible for 
carrying out a large School Building Programme 
involving the planning, design and erection of all 
types of School Buildings in both traditional and 
new traditional construction 

The appointment will be within Grade A.P.T. V 
£750-£900 per annum), at a2 commencing salary 
according to experience 

Applicants must be Associate Members of 

1.B.A., or hold equivalent qualifications 

The post is permanent, superannuable 
to a medical examination and to one month 
on either side 

Applications 
post, stating 


the appoint 


the 


subject 
§ notice 
endorsed with the heading of the 
age, present position and salary 
qualifications and experience, together with the 
names of two persons to whom reference can be 
made, should reach the undersigned not later than 
June 14, 1955 
Canvassing disqualifies 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER 
City Architect 
Civic Centre 
Birmingham, | 
May 14, 1955 


1069 


APPOINT MENTS—contd. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF EAST HAM 


PRINCIPAI Assistant Architect, Grade V 
£900 Experience with schools and 
education building is desirable 


Chief Quantity Grade V, £ 
Quantity Grade II, £560-£640 

Architectural Assistant, Grade Il, £560-£64 
Temporary Estimator, Grade III, £600-£725 


London Weighting is paid in addition 
excess of the minima may be paid 
qualifications and experience 


£750 
other 
750 


Surveyor £900 


Surveyor 


Salary in 
according to 
Subsistence allowances may be granted over a 
reasonable period to the persons appointed if 
unable to obtain suitable housing accommodation 
necessitating the maintenance of two homes 

forms returnable 
Clerk, Town 
[1080 


fetails and 
10th, 1955 


Ham, E.6 


Further 
by June 
Hall, East 


application 
from the Town 





OFFICE OF THE RECEIVER FOR THE 
METROPOLITAN POLICE DISTRICT. 


\ PPLICATIONS are invited for unestablished 
‘ appointments as Architectural Assistants (New 
Works and Maintenance Branches) and also as 
S.nitary Engineering Assistants in the Chief 
Architect and Surveyor’s Department 
Pay £442 10s 
creases to £695 (men) and 
increases to £615 (women 
mately £24 er annum is 
45\-hour week is worked 
44 per 


Rates of age 21) by annual in- 
£442 108 by annual 
Overtime of approxi 


also payable while « 


mditioned hours weck Annual Leave 


lays 
Application forms from the Chief Clerk, Archi 
and Surveyor's New Scotland 
rd S.W.1 stating lrawing office 
s made [o09ss 


Department 
for which 





WIGAN AND DISTRICT 
TECHNICAL 


MINING AND 
COLLEGE 


im ¢ 
appointmer f Mr 
A.M.LC.F to be 
Enginecring 
Technical College 
mmence on September 
yssible there alter 


vacant 
Nicholson 
the Department 
m at the Con 
Middlesbrough 
Ist, 1955, of as 


A PPI ICATIONS f nvited for a P st as 
4 Lecturer ] 


ngineering rendere 

r J M 
Head of 
and Buil 


the 
B.Sc 

Stri 

stantine 


sctural 
duties 
on as p 
i an hon degree ir 
have practical experience 
required are Structures 
rdance with the Burnhar 
£965-£25-£1.06* 


Candidates should hold urs 
Civil Engineering and 

The principal subjects 
Surveying Salary 
Technical for Le 


and 
m acc 
»caic turers 


and will be 

stamped 

for 

Applica 

disregarded 

SMITH 

Principa 

{1081 


form 


rece'mot of a 


particwars application 

the undersigned on 

addressed foolscap envelope Last date 

receipt of applications syne 13th, 1955 
tions not on the form provided will be 


I ( 


the 





LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 

two ARCHITECTS 
£825 one in the 
the branch 
building 


vacancies for 

salary scale £675% ££ 
Schools branch and me in 
where there is a large 
programme 


TH RE are 


General 
and interesting 


HITECT 


in the 


There is also a 
salary special scale if 
Schools branch 


wz for all posts should be Associates 
RI A 


vacancy for an ARC 
Ox iZ° £77 


forms, t be 
P.O. Box N« 
returned not 
quoting Ref 
testimonials 
Indicate prefe 
General branch 


ybtained from the 
26, County Hall 
later than Monday 
A/ABN. together 
the name of one 
for Schools 
1074 


Application 
County Architect 
Preston, must be 
June 13, 1955 
with two recent 
referee 
branch Ta 


and 


rence 





APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





LONDON ELECTRICITY BOARD. 


ENGINEERING 


DRAUGHTSMEN 


ACANCIES _ exist for ENGINEERING 
DRAUGHTSMEN as follows: - 
NORTH-EASTERN SUB-AREA, West Ham 
District. (Ref. V/1939/AA.) 
Candidates should have had a good general and 
technical education, up to Ordinary National Cer- 
tificate standard. They should have had consider- 
able ex in transformer chamber layouts 
mains records and system diagrams. Knowledge of 
ing construction would be an advantage. 


ST. MARYLEBONE/ST. PANCRAS DISTRICT 
Design & Planning Branch (Ref. V/1967/AA. 
HAMPSTEAD /WILLESDEN DISTRICT, 
Design & Branch. (Ref. V/1972/AA. 


Applicants should have had a good general and 
technical education in electrical engineering and 
building construction, and experience in a mains 
record office dealing with systems of all voltages 
up to 11 kV. 


NORTHERN SUB-AREA. Design & Planning 
Branch. (Ref. V/1965/AA.) 


Applicants should preferably have had experience 
in mains recording with a public utility authority 
preferably with an Electricity Board, and be able to 
obtain particulars on site and compile accurate 
permanent records. Some knowledge of electrical 
plant layout, building construction and simple re 
inforced concrete structures would be an addi- 
uonal advantage 


NORTH-EASTERN SUB-AREA 
(Ref. V/1971AA.) 

Candidates should have had a good general and 
technical education and be experienced in one or 
more of the following subjects: engineering draw 
ing; plant layout in sub-stations; layouts and site 
plans of mains work; electrical diagrams 

The posts are graded under Schedule “D” of 
the National Joint Board agreement as Grade 6 
£535 10s to £661 10s per annum, inclusive of 
London Allowance, and are superannuable 

Application forms for the aforementioned vacan 
cies obtainable from Personnel Officer, 46-7, New 
Broad St., London, E.C.2, to be returned com 
pleted within 10 days of the publication date of 
this advertisement lease «enclose §= addressed 
envelope and quote appropriate reference of 
vacancy preferred [1070 





CITY OF BELFAST. 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
positions on the staff of the Education Archi 

tect (D. A. Shanks, Dipl.Arch., A.R.I.B.A 

(a) ARCHITECTS CLASS I 

Applicants must be Registered Architects and 
should possess enthusiasm and ability for contem- 

wary architectural design and construction 
reference will be given to applicants with experi- 
ence in modern school design. Previous on 
Government experience is not essential 

The salary scale is £680 £25—£980 x £15- 
£995. For one of those posts the minimum salary 
will be linked to age 26 with one increment for 
each year up to 32 and for certain of them appli- 
cants are to be over age 32, the commencing salary 
within the scale being determined in accordance 
with the qualifications, ability and experience of 
the successful applicants 


(b) ASSISTANT HEATING ENGINEER 
j The person appointed will be required to assist 
im the design of heating and hot and cold water 
installations and must have had experience of this 
work including surveys and reports on existing 
installations, the preparation of detailed and record 
drawings and must be a good draughtsman 

The salary scale is £495 « £25--£545 x 
£575 x £25—-£675 x £30-—£705 

The commencing salary within the scale will be 
determined in accordance with qualifications, ability 
and experience of the successful applicant 


£30 


Superannuation contributions payable at the rate 
of approximately 6 per cent of remuneration 
Canvassing in any form will be a disqualification 
Application forms, etc., are obtainable from the 
Education Office, Academy Street, Belfast, on per 
sonal application or by sending a stamped addressed 
foolscap envelope. Completed applications must 
reach the undersigned not later than 4 p.m. Thurs- 
day, June 2, 1955 
JOHN DUNLOP, 
City Hall, Belfast own Clerk 
P.O. Box 234 


May 16, 195 [1088 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 26 May 1955 
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INISTRY OF WORKS requires TEM- 
4 PORARY ASSISTANT ARCHITECTS for 
duty in London and Manchester. Candidates must 
be Registered Architects by examination, or 
Registered Architects who, since registration, have 
passed any professional examination in Architec- 
ture recognized by the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom as qualifying for 
registration under the Architects Registration) 
Acts. They must also possess wide professional 
experience in private or outside practice, or in 
the service of a Local Authority or Government 
Department 

London salary range £729-£1,117 
according to age and experience 
chester slightly less 


per annum 
rates in Man- 


State age and full details of training and experi- 
ence to Ministry of Works, W.G.10/A22(F) Kel 
House, John Islip Street, London, S.W.1 {1087 








TENDERS 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF BRIGHTON. 


"TENDERS are invited for 


NEW OIL FIRED HEATING INSTALLATION 
AT BOROUGH ENGINEER & SURVEYOR’S 
OFFICES, 26-30, KINGS ROAD, BRIGHTON. 
Specification and form of tender may be obtained 
from the Borough Engineer & Surveyor, 26/30, 
Kings Road, Brighton, on or after Saturday, May 
21st, 1955, on receipt of a returnable deposit of 
£1 is 
Tenders are to be delivered to the Town Clerk 
in plain sealed envelopes not later than 12 noon, 
on Wednesday, June 8th, 1955 
W. O. DODD, 
Town Clerk 
{1075 
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MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 





RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus |/- for registra- 
tion and forwarding replies which should 
be addressed c/o, ‘“‘The Architect & 
Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.!. 


No responsibility accepted for errors. 








ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 





The engagement of persons onswering these ad- 
pertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc.. 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order, 1953. 





AMSEY, MURRAY & WHITE have vacancies 
for 
(a) Qualified Architect with several years’ office 
experience, especially on Industrial Buildings 
(b) Architectural Assistant, advanced 
R.1.B.A. with at least twelve months 
experience 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, about 
intermediate standard, preferably with office 
experience 
Salary accord to qualifications.—Apply 32, 
Wigmore St., London, W.1, or Telephone Weibeck 
1409 (0984 


ARCHITECT'S Assistants required (1 senior 
and 2 juniors) for West End office.—Write 
stating full particulars and salary required to Box 
2085, c/o A. & B.N [8819 

RCHITECTURAL assistant, intermediate 
+. approaching final, commercial and industrial 
work; large-scale contracts.—Watson, Johnson, 
Stokes, Victoria Square, Birmingham. (0024 


ARCHITECTURAL Assistants required for 
West End office; salary £350-£700 p.a. accord- 
ing to experience and ability.—Scherrer & Hicks, 
19, Cavendish Sq., W.1 {9988 
SENIOR Assistant required in busy practice in 
\? West End. Age about 30 years, qualified, with 
several years’ experience and ca of running 
contracts.—Box 3851, c/o A. & B.N. [0636 


student 
office 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT—contd. 





RCHITECTURAL assistants required; salary 
£450-£600 p.a. according to experience.— 
Apply by letter giving full particulars to Frederick 
Gibberd, 8, Percy St., London, W.1. [1055s 


© Architectural Assistants required, inter 
standard, for contemporary office, salary 
according to +. —C. H. Elsom, F.R.1.B.A., 
44, Catherine Place, S.W.1. Victoria 4304. [1083 


UNIOR and intermediate architectural assistants 
required urgently in London office with widely 
varied practice; good salaries; S-day week.—Lewis 
Solomon, Son & Joseph, Hol. 5108 or 7082. 
[0938 

*‘HELTENHAM practice requires Senior 
A.R.I.B.A. and Junior with R.1.B.A. interme- 
diate.—Write giving particulars of experience and 
salary required to M. Williams, A.R.I1.B.A., 98, 
Bath Rd., Cheltenham. {1076 


ARCHITECTURAL assistants urgently required, 
senior and junior, important work, good pay 
and prospects.—Apply, in writi Trehearne & 
Norman, Preston & Partners, 83, Kingsway, W.C.2 
1015 

RCHITECTURAL Assistant, A.R.I.B.A., or 
experienced Intermediate.—Write regarding 
experience and salary required, etc., to H. Hubbard 
Ford, F.R.I.B.A., 51, Church Road, Hove, i 
1067 


RCHITECTURAL Assistants (Senior and 
4% Junior) required.-Please reply giving particu- 
lars of qualifications, experience and salary required 
to Bernard H. Dale & Partners, 19, Carlton Cres- 
cent, Southampton [1068 


RCHITECTS—Jackson and Edmonds, Bir- 

mingham-—have vacancies for Senior Assistants 
in the salary grades £550 to £900. Pension Scheme 
operates. Write stating training, experience and 
salary required to 116, Colmore Row, Birming- 
ham, 3 {1091 
.: WOOLWORTH & Co., Ltd.—Architect’s 

Assistant required in Chief Architect's office, 
London.—Write, giving details of experience and 
salary required, to H. Winbourne, F.R1I.B.A 
Chief Architect, F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., 
1/5, New Bond Street, London, W.1 [9967 


DOUGLASS MATHEWS & PARTNERS, 
Chartered Architects, 3, Ebury Street, London, 
S.W.1, invite applications for vacancy for 
tant Qualified Architect and vacancy for Junior 
Assistant; salaries in accordance with norma! rates 
and experience 1071 


RCHITECTS’ Co-Partnership require assistant 
for working drawings and detailed design. 
Salary according to experience. Qualified assistant 
also required. Office doing work in U.K. and West 
Africa.Telephone Langham 5791, or write 44, 
Charlotte Street, W.1 [1092 


RCHITECTURAL Assistant requir 
draughtsman for work on rebuiidin 
pensionable post after probationary perioc Appli- 
cations stating experience and salary required to 
the Zoological Society of London (Architects’ 
Department), Regents Park, N.W.1 {1072 


RCHITECTURAL Assistant § required for 
Property Department of multiple company, 
having experience in taking own surveys, preparing 
working drawings, and designing shop fronts and 
interior schemes.—Apply in writing, stating age 
and salary, to Box 4134, c/o A. & B.N [1073 
RCHITECTURAL assistants required; Inter- 
mediate standard or over; salary by arrange- 
ment up to £800 p.a.; S-day week; pension scheme; 
industrial and general work.—Apply by tel. or 
letter, Chief Architect, Brian Colquhoun & Part- 
ners, , Upper Grosvenor St., London, W.1 
Tel. Mayfair 9636. 


TAIROBI architect secks Assistant with new 
+ ideas, recently qualified school man of honours 
or distinction standard might well suit, age pref. 
25-30, some practical experience required, initial 
salary £80 per month, passages paid, etc.—Apply 
quoting: OSS 70/2, Overseas Technical Service, 
5, Welldon Crescent, Harrow, Middx. 1079 


SENIOR ASSISTANT A.R.1LB.A. or equivalent 
with experience of domestic design; used to 
both office and site working and supervision; re- 
quired by Architect dealing with housing and shops 
for a London Company. Work will be in London 
and Pinner. Salary £750—£800 according to quali- 
ficatons Pension Scheme.—Box 3943, 

A. & B 


ARCHITECTURAL Assistants required, 
grades; these positions offer excellent experi- 
ence in wide variety of work, with salaries closely 
related to capabilities, and reviewed September 
annually, pension scheme available, travelling ¢x- 
ses paid to applicants selected for interview 
e S. Hattrell & Partners, 1, Queen's Rd.. 
Coventry. 1078 


RCHITECT’S ASSISTANTS required for 

Staff Architect's Department at Head Office of 
Dolcis Shoe Co. Inter. R.I.B.A. or equivalent 
standard required, keen interest in contemporary 
store design and enthusiasm for hard work. Can- 
teen, sports/social club and non-contributory pen- 
sion scheme. Please apply in writ to Dolcis 
Shoe Co., 7-13, Great Dover Street, S.E.1 [1093 


A ssis- 


keen 
scheme, 
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MENTS VACANT—contd. 











§ ONDON company manufacturing materials ex- GeeP lettering is essential for commemorative 

tensively used in the building trade has vacancy J wall tablets, foundation stones, etc Designs 
for young man in sales office; experience in build prepared and estimates given for the finished work 
ing industry preferred.—Write Box ZY.723, Dea in any suitable material Renowned as a centre 
con’s Advertising, 36, Leadenhall St., E.C.3. [1090 for lettering since 1934. Sculptured Memorials, 67 
Ebury Street, S.W.1. Sloane 6549 [0236 


oe and Junior Architectural Assistants re 
uired in West End office; Senior applicants 
sh vuld preferably have London experience and be 
capable of taking wide responsibility in respect of 3 
private flat developments and commercial CASHIER wanted for long-term building contract 
Junior applicants should be of intermedi- 4 in Home Counties Thorough experience of RCHITECTS, Surveyors and Contractors 
ja salaries according to experience and building and civil engineering routine essential - 4 Our drawing office service is always available 
qualifications.—-Apply Richardson & McLaughlan, Write, giving full details, to Box No. 573, c/o for the preparation of plans, designs, sketches, trac 
Mansfield St., W.1. Telephone Langham 5984. Geo. Murray (Advtg.), Ltd, Brettenham Hse, ings and prints of houses, bungalows, stores, shops, 
{1077 Lancaster Pl., London, W.C.2 [1046 structural alterations, furniture, interior decorations, 
requires Architectural Assistants in London DRAYING office assistant required by firm of ‘ins and landscape gardens. Surveys, with ——_ 
rk on design of studio, transmitter and structural engineers, intermediate architectural &@Taphy at any distance. Materials supplied, rges 
e e Candidates should be up to Inter- qualifications would be an advantage but are not moderate, monthly accounts, strict privacy guaran 
r Final R.I B A. standard with preferably essential; post offers ample opportunity for prome- ‘ceed Quotations if required.—Allerton Studios, 
rs’ office experience. Salary in scale tion; daily transport to and from Oxford (12 miles Designers and Draughtsmen, 14, Maley Avenue, 
or £725—£960 according to qualifica away) is available.—Raylor Brothers, Ltd., P.O. Box 5.E.27. Gip. 3782 {0141 
experience Requests a gee 4, Witney, Oxon Tel. Witney 584 1013 
forms to Engineer.ng Establis nt Officer roa 
casting House, I —- 4 Wi. within ; days, quoting ACCOUNTANT reqd. for large building contract FOR SALE 
ref. EX.38 ABN {1096 * in a ~~ ate we ———- - AL 
, . -_ J large-scale contracts and control of staff essentia 
\ INISTRY OF WORKS require Architectural Fy cellent opportunity for the right person.—Write, 
i Assistants for drawing offices in London, in confidence, stating age, experience, previous SOR sale, antiquarian drawing board and tee 
»burgh and various provincial offices, with at employers and salary reqd., to Box No. $75, c/o square, in excellent condition; £6 Tel. Hat 
east three years’ training. some experience im @® Gey Murray (Advtg.), Ltd., Brettenham Hse.. field 2721 (ext. 26) (office hours {1084 
hitect’s office and of Inter. R.I.B.A. standard Lancaster Pi.. London. W.C [1047 “ 
» salary £442 to £695 per annum; rates else- . I ISH Hill Quarry, Fish Hill, Near Broadway 


where slightly less. Starting pay according to age Cost Clerk (Male) required. Practical experi - Worcs For sale, Cotswold building stone and 
and experience; prospects of promotion and 4 ence in shopfitting or building Able to sum hardcore, delivered or collected from quarry 
perman 
a 











—State age and full details of training marise cost records for presentation of accounts Apply to Baillie, Brind & Co., Lid., Prudential 
nd experience to E. Bedford, Esq., C.V.O., Canteen facilities available. Working week 9 a.m Chambers, Banbury, Oxon 0082 
ARI B 4.. Chief Architect, Ministry of Works 5.30 p.m. Monday to Friday. Apply in own hand - , — 
E Abell House, John Islip Street, London writing giving full particulars of past experience and ae Pastis ad mouiding a e —~ — 
Wl [1025 salary required to Staff Manager, Fredk. Sage & catalogue and to-day “ Se ll : pe ‘oa = or 
- , > . r oO ondc . 7 io ic 
S 2 is , Holborn Hall, Gray's Inn Road, I —— Dareve's Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60, Pownall Road. 


SITUATIONS VACANT Dalston, E.8. Clissold 1543/4 {0142 
JOINTLEsSS composition flooring in attractive 
> . 

The engagement of persons answering these ad- LAND FOR SALE a — P e—quotations free.—Full | paren 
vertisements must be made through the local office - *s from ex Asbestos Floo Led... 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc Corbetts Passage, London, S.E.16 Bev, A), 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman YAMDEN TOWN.—Frechold site 16,500 sq ft Nermondsey 4341 3 0622 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 4 zoned light industry; for sale by auction or — _ - 
ployer is excepted from the provisions of The private treaty.—Chamberiain & Willows, 9-13 — —_—— 


Notification of Vacancies Order. 1952 Pentonville Rd, Ni Ter, 8638 hos’ «BUSINESS & PROPERTY 


) gt TI M A’ TORS wanted Shopfitting experience ——— en az 


red but not essential. Pension scheme.- E 
Apply ‘ea aging Sieeume. E. Pollard & Co., Ltd BUILDING FINANCE ARCHITECTS having acquired larger premises 
St. John St., London, E.C.1 [ooss . wish to sub-let their present excellent offices 
NE ts _ s 1,500ft near Bloomsbury Square; partners’ rooms 
Di vene " ba aun ae sol ae > = = DEVE! OPMENT schemes purchased or financed irawing offices, general office and storage; fully 
urniture and interiors; state age, experience to completion; over £34M. available—Archi- equipped heating, lighting, external and internal 
Walker-Symondson, Braintree Rd tects or principals only apply to Box 3852, c/o phones; available August...Apply Box 4187, c/o 
(1086 A. & BLN 1020 4 & BN [1089 















































A useful book for “A. & B.N.” readers 


DOMESTIC WATER HEATING 


Basic Engineering Principles of Electric and Solid-fuel Installations 


This book by RONALD GRIERSON, M.LE.E., the conventional hot-water storage tank, in con- 
M.I.MECH.E., provides a critical analysis of current junction with a coal- or coke-fired domestic water 
practice in the supply of hot water for domestic heater, the water heater being arranged cither as a 
purposes. The increasing cost of and enormous “ back-boiler ” or as an independent unit. 
demand for new housing have made the time The author contends that a suitably arranged 
opportune for such an investigation, for it is installation of this type can be both economical and 
generally conceded that the standard of efficiency _ efficient, and disposes conclusively of the notion 
and running costs of many present-day household that “electric water heating is convenient but 
installations leave much to be desired. expensive.” 

The only remedy for their deficiencies lies in The book contains, in addition, considerable 
the application of sound engineering principles, reference to the factory-made, self-contained, 
and these the author has applied to the design of | storage type of electric water heater. 
water-heating plant of the solid fuel/electric type. 

The book deals mainly with the combination S 
of an electric immersion heater and thermostat with 25s. net. By post 25s. 7d. 


Obtainable from all good booksellers or direct by post from:— 


The Publishing Department, Dorset House, Stamford St., London, S.E.1 
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